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CHRIST JESUS, THE MEDIATORIAL ANGEL, CASTING THE 
FIRE OF PIVINE JUDGMENTS INTO THE EARTH. 


SERMON I. 


Rev. viii. 5. And the angel took the cenſer, and filled it with 
fire of the altar, and caſt it into the earth, and there dere voices, 
and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. 


h 1 book contains a 7 of prophetic viſions which 


John ſaw, whereby the Lord Chriſt ſhewed him the 
great events which ſhould take place both in the world and 
in the church, from the time he received theſe diſcoveries 
in the Iſle of Patmos, till the conſummation of all things. 
Theſe events are principally repreſented by the opening, of 
ſeven ſcals, the ſounding of ſeven trumpets, and the pouring 
out of ſeven vials. It is generally agreed, that the period 
of the ſeals extends from the days of the apoſtles, through 
all the heathen perſecutions of the church, and ends at the 
time when Chriſtianity was embraced b the Roman Em- 
perors, and was eſtabliſhed in the empire: That the period 
of the trumpets comprehends the time of the overthrow of 
the Roman Empire by dreadful and barbarous wars, and 
the riſe and reign of Antichriſt in the Chriſtian world: 
And that the period of the vials refers to that time when 
the Lord would pour his judgments upon Antichriſt, upon 
his ſupporters, and upon all the enemies of his church for 
their deſtruction; which ſhould be followed immediately 


with the proſperous period of religion in the glory of the 


latter day. There is, likewiſe, in theſe Revelations, a va- 
riety of detached viſions, whereby ſome of the great events 
under the ſeals, trumpets and vials are either more ſumma- 
rily repreſented,ormore largely and circumſtantially explain- 


ed. | 'To inſtance in a few of thoſe; The viſions recorded 
in the eleventh chapter contain a ſhort repreſentation of the 


riſe, reign, continuance and: ruin of Antichriſt; with the 
church's low condition and ſpiritual employment during that 
period, her deliverance from his power, and proſperity pher 
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his overthrow; which are fully deſcribed under ſome of the 
trumpets, under all the vials, and in the events which fol- 
low them. — The tranſactions, which many underſtand to 
be pointed out under the fifth trumpet, in the riſe of Anti- 
chriſt, are more particularly unfolded in the thirteenth 
chapter.— The awful tranſactions under the ſifth vial re- 
ceive a large illuſtration, in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth 
chapters. —The period of war which is called the battle of 
Armageddon, and which belongs to the ſixth and ſeventh 
vials, 1s particularly deſcribed in the latter part of the nine- 
teenth chapter. And the proſperous ſtate of the church, 
which is briefly repreſented in the viſion contained at the 
beginning of the twentieth chapter, 1s largely illuſtrated in 
many parts of the two laſt chapters of this book. 
In the firſt verſe of the chapter where our text lies, the 
ſeventh ſeal is opened; and in the ſecond, the ſeven angels, 
who ſtood before God, receive ſeven trumpets which they 
were afterwards to ſound. In the mean time, we have a 
repreſentation of the mediatorial adminiſtration of Chriſt 
Jeſus, both with reſpect to his church, and her enemies, 
which is introduced prior to the angels actually founding 
the trumpets. Chriſt is the glorious perſon who is called 
in the third verſe, another angel. He is another in his per- 
ſon, office and work than all the angels of God. His work 
concerning his church, before the coming of the days of 
fearful trial, is begun in the foregoing chapter, where he 
is repreſented as bearing the ſeal of the living God, and 
ſealing his ſervants'therewith on their forgheads. His fur- 
ther employment toward them is marked in the two verſes 
preceding the text. As the high prieſt of old ftood at the 
golden altar, which was near the mercy ſeat, to burn in- 
cenſe in behalf of Iſrael before the Lord; ſo Chriſt Jeſus, 
the great high prieſt of our profeſſion, ſtands at the golden 
altar before the throne, with the golden cenſer in his hand, 
and, having added the much incenſe of his merit and in- 
terceſſion to the prayers, or all the religious duties of the 
ſaints, he cauſes them to come up with acceptance before 
God, out of his hands. Having thus ſecured his church, 
and prepared thera for the approaching ſtorm, he procecds 
to a very different work, of which the words of the text 
give us an account, and wherein we may obſerve the fol- 
lowing particulars. 
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1ſt, The perſon who is employed as the great agent m 
this work, « the angel.” He is the ſame glorious one who 
is mentioned in the two foregoing verſes, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the mediatorial angel. The Son of God, in his 


mediatory character, is frequently called by this name. 


Jacob calls him « the angel who redeemed him from all 


evil;“ Iſaiah gives him the name of the angel of Jehovah's 


preſence, who ſaved the church; and Malachi repreſents 
him to be the angel, or meſſenger of the covenant. 

2d, 'The inſtrument he had in his hand, he took the cen- 
ſer; the ſame golden cenſer which he had uſed in making 
interceſſion for the church in the third and fourth verſes. 
Cenſers were holy veſſels uſed by the prieſts under the former 
diſpenſation, in carrying fire from the altar of burnt offer- 
ing for different purpoſes. They probably were ſomewhat 
in the form of a large bowl, with an handle, fitted for bear- 
ing live coals from one place to another. The divine ap- 
pointment concerning their uſe is recorded, Lev. xvi. 12, 13. 
And he fhall take a cenſer full of burning coals from off the altar 
before the Lord, and his hands full of fweet incenſe beaten ſmall, 
and bring it within the vail. And he ſball put the incenſe upon 
the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incenſe may cover 
the mercy ſeat that is upon the teſtimony, that he die not. We 
find an inſtance of the uſing of the cenſers, on a particular 
occaſion, in Num. xvi. 16. And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, 
take a cenſer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on 
zncenſe, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atone- 
ment for them ; for wrath is gone out from the Lord; the plague 
25 begun. | | 

3d, The text informs us of the uſe the angel made of the 
cenſer, he filled it with fire of the altar.” The fire of 


the altar, with which Chriſt's cenſer was filled, denotes the 


wrath. of God, which, in his awful judgments, is inflicted 
on the children of men. The fire which burned continu- 
ally upon the brazen altar of burnt-offering came down from 
heaven, both at the erection of the tabernacle, Lev. ix. 24. 
and at the conſecration of the temple, 2 Chron. vii. 1. and 
was kept continually burning there, by the miniſtry of the 


prieſts, in all their generations. This fire, by which the 


ſacrifices were conſumed, was a type of the wrath of God 
which is poured out on fallen angels, which was endured 
by Chriſt in his human nature as the ſacrifice for his people's 
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ſins, which ſhall torment the wicked for ever in the place 


of miſery, and which is poured out on ſinners in this worlds 
in all divine judgments on them; it is in this laſt ſenſe that 
it muſt be underſtood in the words of the text. 

4th, We have alſo an account of the uſe the angel made 
of the fire wherewith his cenſer was filled, „ he caſt it into 


the earth.” He poured the fire of the altar, from his cenſer 


into the earth, as a repreſentation of the execution of divine 
judgments on the inhabitants of the world. 

5th, The text unfolds the effects of this act of Chriſt, 
« and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, 
and an earthquake.“ "Theſe words fignify the various and 
diſtreſſing calamities, which the Lord ſends upon nations, 
churches and individuals on account of fin. It may be ob- 
ſerved, that this work of Chriſt in caſting the fire of the altar 


into the carth, which produces theſe effects among the chil- 


dren of men, is not to be confined unto the period of the 
trumpets, which is paſt; but alſo extends to the time of the 


vials which is going on at preſent, and partly is yet to come. 


This will be evident if we confider that the period of the 
ſeventh ſeal comprehends the whole of the trumpets. As the 

is receive the trumpets immediately upon the opening of 
that ſeal, all the events fignified thereby are tranſactions 
under this ſeal. The period of the ſounding of the ſeventh 
trumpet extends alſo over all the vials, and the proſperous 
ſtate of the church after they are poured out; becauſe the 
deſtruction of the church's enemies, and the converſion of 
the nations to Chriſt are marked, at the end of the eleventh 


chapter, as the things which take place under it. If Chriſt 


caſts the fire of the altar into the earth, upon opening the 
ſeventh ſeal, which comprehends the period of the trumpets 


and of the vials alſo; the effects of his doing ſo muſt reach, 


not to the time of the trumpets only, but likewife to that 


of the vials. As a further confirmation of this it may be 


obſerved, that the effects of the ſeventh vial are the ſame 
with thoſe which are mentioned in the text. And there 
were voices, and thunders, and lighinings; and there was a 
great earthquake, ſuch as was not fince men were upon the earth, 
fo mighty an earthquake and fo great,” Rev. xvi. 18. The act 
of Chriſt and its effects, which are contained in the text, 
refers therefore to our own time, as well as to a former 
period. | / | 
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The text now explained furniſhes us with the following 
obſervation: 

DocTxrine, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediatorial 
Angel of Jchovah's preſence, is the glorious perſon, who, 
in executing his mediatory office, pours on his, and on his 
church's enemies, the ſin- avenging judgments of the "mg 
God. 

Although this doQtrine is abundantly confirmed from the 
text, yet it may alſo be illuſtrated and eſtabliſſied from a 
ſimilar viſion which Ezekiel ſaw, and which is recorded in 
the ninth and tenth chapters of his book. In the ninth 
chapter the Lord Jeſus i is repreſented as a man clothed with 
linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his fide, employed in mark- 
ing on their foreheads, thoſe who were truly godly in an 
evil time; a work ſimilar to that of ſealing the ſervants of 
God on their foreheads. He was followed by ſix men whom 
Ezekiel ſaw in viſion, each with a deſtroying weapon in his 
hand, who were appointed to flay all the other inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem. In the tenth chapter we have the followin 
remarkable words, And he {bake unto the man clothed wit 
linen, and ſaid, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, 
and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, 
and ſcatter them over the city; and he went in in my, 

And one cherub flretched ih his hand from betaveem the — "a 
rubims, unto the fire evhich was betwween - cherubims, and took 
thereef, and put it into the hands of the man that wes clothed 
with linen; who took it, and went out, verſes 2,—7. In theſe 
words we have an equally clear repreſentation of the medi- 
atorial work of Chriſt, in executing the judgments of God 
on incorrigible ſinners, as that which is contained in the 
words of the text; and the angel took the cenſer and filled it 
with fire of the altar, and caſt it into the earth; and there were 
voices, and thunderings, and ligbinings, and an 

In ſpeaking from this text and doctrine the following method 
is propoſed. 

I. 'To ſhew what kind of fire the judgments of God are, 
which Chriſt inflicts on ſinful perſons, nations and churches 


for their iniquity. 


II. To ſtate ſome reaſons why the judgments of God are 
called fire of the altar. 


III. To conſider the import of Chriſt's s inflicting divine 


| 8 on the children of men. 


theſe judgments are revealed to men, are the 
God, and therefore the execution of them muſt be his work. 


IV. To mention ſome of the effects of Chriſt's work, 
which are here repreſented by voices, thunderings, light- 
nings, and an earthquake. 


And then to ſubjoin ſome inferences, for improving the 


ſubject. 8 | 

T. It is now to be ſhewn what kind of fire the judgments 
of God are, which he inflicts upon his enemies in this world 
for their ſin. 

1ſt, Theſe judgments are a divine fire. They are the 
doings of the Lord. Wherever the ſcripture ſpeaks of theſe 
judgments coming on men, it repreſents them as the work 
of God. 80 univerſal is this, that the Prophet Micah ob- 
ſerves, 1s there evil in the city and the Lord hath not done it. The 
fire of divine judgments, wherever it is caſt upon the chil- 
dren of men, is a burning which the Lord hath kindled. 
Of every calamity which is brought on perſons or ſocicties, 


it may be faid, and. the breath of the Lord, like a flream of 


brimſtone, doth kindle it. Whatever inſtrumentality of the 
creatures he may be pleaſed to uſe in theſe matters, yet the 
work 1s wholly his own. 'This neceſlarily belongs unto him, 
and makes a part of that glory which he will not give to 
another. It belongs to him as the moral governor of his 
creatures, The cauſes of theſe judgments are the creature's 
rebellion againſt him, and therefore it belongs to him alone 
to puniſh them for their fin. 'The W in which 

reatnings of 


2d, Divine judgments are a juſt and righteous fire. 
'They are not inflicted on the children of men without a 
cauſe, or without a cauſe that is fully adequate to the miſery 
that they ſuffer by their execution. 'The fins of nations, 
churches and individuals, which are an open rebellion againſt 
the King eternal, immortal, and inviſible, the only wife God, 
are the procuring cauſes of theſe judgments. Whatever 
flight thoughts men may have of ſin, in its nature and prin- 
ciples in their ſouls, or in its effects in their converſation, 
by the omiſſion of duty and the commiſſion of fin, which 
thoughts of it are great fins in themſelves; yet the Lord, 
who knows all things as they really are, has no ſuch views 
of it. Sin is that abominable thing which God's ſoul hates, 
it is exceeding ſinful in its nature, it robs God of his glory, 


it is a violation of his righteous commandments, and a con- 
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tempt of the fearful threatnings by which they are fenced; 
and, therefore, in all the miſery he will inflict on men for 
ſin, either in this or in the other world, he ſhall be zighte- 
ous when he ſpeaketh, and clear when he judgeth. The 
church diſcerned this properly of the judgments of God 
which were inflicted on herſelf, and therefore ſaid, And 
after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great 
treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou out. God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our 
iniquittes deſerve, Ezra ix. 13. The church ſhall alſo clearly 
ſee the holineſs and righteouſneſs of God, in the unpara- 
leled plagues which he ſhall bring upon Antichriſt, and 
therefore, when theſe take place, ſhe ſhall triumphantly 
ſing, Alleluia; ſalvation, and glory, and honour, and power 
unto the Lord our God; for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments; for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt 
the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of 
his ſervants at her hand, Rev. xix. 1, 2. | 
3d, 'The judgments of God are a wrathful and vindic- 
tive fire. To all who are ſtrangers to Chriſt as a Saviour, 
and are in heart enemies to him, they are wrathful and 
vindictive. The judgments of God which are inflicted on 
wicked men in this world, whether of a perſonal or of a 
public nature, come on them from an angry and fin-aveng- 
ing God, they are poured on them as an execution of the 
wrathful threatning and curſe of the broken law, as the 
firſt drops of the ſtorm of eternal vengeance, and ſhall be 
ſucceeded and perfected by their everlaſting puniſhment. 
That temporal judgments are wrathful and vindictive is 
evident from their being, in ſcripture, frequently called the 
anger, the wrath, and the fury of the Lord: That theſe 


judgments are of this kind, will appear from the name 


which the Lord gives to the objects of them; Cut of thine 
hair, O Feruſalem, and caſt it aavay, and take up a lamentation 
on high places; for the Lord hath rejected and forſaken the ge- 
neration of his «vrath,” Jer. vii. 29. This is likewiſe clear 
from the ſcriptural character of the ſeafon when they are 


executed on men, it is called a day of wrath; For the great 


day of his wrath is come, and who ſhall be able to land, Rev. 
vi. 17. And this is further evident from what the Lord is 
ſaid to do, when he executes theſe judgments on men; He 
made a way to his anger, he ſpared not their foul from death, 
but gave their life over to the pęſtilence, Pſal. Ixxvui. 50. 
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4th, Divine judgments are a deſtroying and conſuming 
fire. Fire conſumes all combuſtible matter that is caſt into 
it; fo the fire of God's judgments conſumes the objects of 
them; For our God, in the execution of his Judgments on 
the workers of iniquity, is a conſuming fire. This fire con- 


* fumes the wealth of its objects. This it will do to Anti- 


chriſt; Rev. xvim 16, 17. Alas! alas, that great city, that 
«vas clothed in linen, and purple, and ſcarlet, and decked with 
gold, and precious ſlones and pearls, for in one hour fo great 
riches is come to nought. It conſumes theirarmies; Iſa. xxxiv. 2. 
Hor the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, aud his fury 
0 pon all their armies ; he hath utterly deſireyed them, he hath 
delivered them to the ſlaughter. It contumes their means of 


ſafety and defence; Ifa. xxv. 2. For thou haſt made of a city 


an heap; of a defenced city a ruin; a palace of ſtrangers to be 


no city, it ſhall never be built It conſumes their power and 


authority; of Old Teſtament Babylon it is faid, Come dowon 
and fit in the digt, O virgin daughter of Babylon, fit on the 
ground; there is no throne, O daughter cf the Chaldeans. Of 
New "Teſtament Babylon theſe words ſhall have their com- 
plete fulfilment; And the fifth angel poured cut his vial on the 
ſeat of the beaſt; and his kingdom was full of darkneſs, and they 
nawed their tongues for pain, Rev. xvi. 10. It ſhall con- 
ſume their pleaſurable enjoyments, And the fruits that thy 
foul lufteth after are departed from thee, and all things that 
vere dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou ſhalt 
find them no more at all, Rev. xviu. 14. It ſhall conſume 
many of their perſons. Of the execution of divine judg- 
ments in time paſt this has been the effect; witneſs the ge- 
neration in the days of Noah, the inhabitants of the cities 
of the plain, the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, and man 
others. We have reaſon to believe that what has been 
done by the execution of divine judgments in time paſt, 


will be accompliſhed likewiſe in time to come; for the 
dlivine prediction concerning them, which ſhall be fulfiled 
in its ſeaſon, is delivered in the following words; And] 


faw an angel flanding. in the ſun; and he cried with a loud 
voice, ſaying to all the fouls that fly in the midft of heaven, Come 
and gather yourſelves together unto the ſupper of the great God, 
that ye may eat the fleſh of kings, and the fleſh of captains, and 
the fleſh of mighty men, and the fleſh of horſes, and of them that 
it on them, and the fleſh of all men, both free and. bend, bath 
ſmall and great, Rev. xix. 17, 18. 
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sth, The judgments of God are an increaſing fire. When 
fewel is furniſhed to fire, it is ſpreading in its nature; ſo 
are the judgments of God. They are a ſpreading fire 
when they wax worſe and worſe, and bring upon men more 
diſtreſs and miſery. When the flame, inſtead of abating, 
becomes more dreadful, and carries more deſtruction in its 
train. When it 1s not confined to a few of the concerns 
of men, or to thoſe of the ſmalleſt importance; but when 
it extends its waſting influence to many of their enjoyments, 
and even to thoſe of the greateſt neceſſity and value.— Di- 
vine judgments are a ſpreading fire when their number is 
increaſed. When one judgment follows another, and one 
calamity gives birth to more. In a day of divine recom- 
pences on his enemies, it frequently happens, that while 
one judgment 1s ſpending its force upon them, the Lord 
inflicts another, and before this is well begun a third opens 
to their view. As the children of men have multiplied 
their tranſgreſſion againſt the Lord, fo he, in his righteous 
diſpleaſure, increaſes their plagues They are alſo a ſpread- 
ing fire when they extend to a greater number of objects. 
When their hurtful influence is not reſtricted to a few only, 
or to perſons occupying certain ſituations in life; but when 
it reaches many, and affects men of every degree. When 
the Lord's judgments are not confined to one nation, but 
are poured out upon many lands; ſo that he is puniſhing 
many nations at the ſame time. When the days come that 
he inflicts his judgments upon them that are circumcifed with 
the uncircumciſed; Egypt, and Fudab, and Edom, and the 
children of Ammon and Moab, and all that are in the utmoſt 
corners, that dwell in the wilderneſs; far all theſe nations are 
uncircumciſed, and the houſe of iſreal are uncircumciſed in the 
heart, Jer. ix. 25, 26. 

6th, Theſe judgments are a painful and diſtreſſing are. 
The action of fire upon men gives them pain; 1o divine 


judgments occaſion diſtreſs to the children of men. As the 


wrath of God which he will inflict upon, the wicked in the 
place of miſery, will give them everlaſting pain; ſo the 
judgments, with which he viſits them in this world, will 
hens diſtreſs on them, on their perſons, relations, and en- 
joyments. This is evident from the inſpired account of the 


judgments that were inflicted on Judah by means of the 


Chaldeans; That day is a day of wrath, a gay of trouble and 
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eliſtreſr, a day of weſtneſs and deſolation, a day of darkneſs and 
gloomineſs, a day of clouds and thick darkneſs, And I will bring 
diſtreſs upon men, and they /hall walk like blind men, becauſe 
they have ſinned aguinſt the Lord, Zeph. i. 15, 17. This is 
alſo ſtated as the effect of the et diſpenſations of 
God, by the Redeemer himſelf; And there ſball be figns in 
the fr, and in the moon, and in the flars; and upon the earth 
di fireſs of nations with perplexity, the ſea and the awaves roaring ; 

men's hearts failing them for fear, and for lochiug after thoje 
things which are coming on the earth ; fer the porrers of heaven 
Hall be ſhaken, Matt. xxi. 25, 26. he ſame thing is men- 
tioned as the conſequence of God's judgments upon the 
Antichriſtian world. The events under the fifth vial, which 
ſhall be poured on the throne of the beaſt, are repreſented 
in the following words; And his kingdom was full of dark- 


-neſs, and they gnawed their tongues with pain, and blajphemed 


the God of heaven, becauſe 4 their pains and their ſores, and 
repented not of their deeds, Rev. xvi. 10, 11. 
7th, The judgments of God are an unquenchable fire. 


That this is a quality of theſe operations of God is evident 


from the words of the prophet; But if ye vill nat hearken 
unto me to hall;w the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a burden, 
even entering in at the gates of Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-day ; 
then vill I kindle a fire in the gates theresf, and it pull 4 
ww" palac: es of Jeruſalem, and it fhall not be quenched, Jer. xvi. 
The Hrè of judgments is unquenchable, becauſe it is 
impoffble for men to extinguiſh them. They can no more 
do this, than they can ſtop the ſun in his courſe, deſtro 


the ballancing of the clouds, or hinder the ebbing and flow- 


ing of the ſea. It ſome times happens, that the means 
which creatures uſe, for removing from them the judgments 
of the Lord, cauſe this fire to burn with the greater vio- 
lence. They are unquenchable, becauſe God himſelf will 


never interpoſe to remove their raging and deſtructive in- 


fluence,till he has thereby accompliſhed his deſigns. Though 
the judgments of the Almighty ſhould ſiſt for a time, if 
nations, churches and individuals continue impenitent in ſin, 


the dying-like embers of that fire, being blown by the breath. 


of the Lord, ſhall return upon them till they are conſumed, 

and driven away to that place, where the chaff {hall be burnt 

with unquenchable fire. 2 
8th, The judgments of God are a purifying and rehnng 
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fire. They are of this nature to all. true believers, and th 

produce this effect upon the church of Chriſt. The ſame 
judgments, which conſume and deſtroy the wicked, purify 
and refine the ſaints of God. The ſame calamities which 
diſtreſs and ruin the public enemies of Chriſt, prove highly 
beneficial to the church of God. To the former they come 
from an angry God, as an executing on them the curſe 


of the law, from which they take occaſion to fin the more, 


and to blaſpheme the God of heaven; but to the latter they 
proceed from a reconciled God, attended with his remark- 
able bleſſing, whereby their holineſs and ſpiritual exerciſe 
are increaſed, and on account of which operations of God 
they celebrate his praiſe. By theſe judgments which he 
brings on men for their fin, he turns his hand on his church, 
and purely purges away all their droſs, and taketh away all 
their tin. By ſuch ſtrange works as thele, ſhall the iniquity 
of Jacob be purged, and all the fruit of them 1s to takc 
away their ſin. In a day of fore judgments upon men, this 
13 his work toward his pecple, whole fire 1s in Zion, and 
whoſe furnace is in Jeruſaiem. In the glorious iffue which. 
the judgments of God thall have upon the nations of the 
world, they ſhall prove a purifying fire even unto them. 
They ſhall be a mcan of delivering them from their igno— 
rance, idolatry and wickedneſs, and of bringing them under 
Meſſiah's gracious rule; for, after they are executed, not 
only ſhall that cry go through the world Bobylan is Fallen, 
but it ſhall be ſucceeded by that more delightful found, 
The kingdoms of this ⁊uorld are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign fin ever and ever. 

II. The reaſons why the judgments of Ged are called 
fire of the altar are now to be ſtated. 

1ſt, They are fo called becatife they proceed from hirn 
who is the God of the altar, and who is revealed to men b 
the goſpel, as a reconcijed God in Chriſt Jeſus. The exe- 
cuting judgments on ſinners is the work of him, who is not 
only the God of the ſpirits of all feſh, their creator, pre- 
ſerver and moral governor; but who is allo revealing him- 
ſelf to ſinners from the throne of grace. Not only does the 


law of goſpel grace come from Zion, and the word of ſal- 


vation from Jeruſalem, but the threatning proceeds alſo 
irom the ſame place, and the execution of it is the work cf 
him who dwclleth there. The Lend fball ror cut of Lion, 
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and utter his voice from Jeruſalem, and the heavens and the 
earth {ball ſhake, Joel iii. 16. A ſimilar declaration is made 
by the prophet Amos, chap. i. 2. The Lord's roaring and 
uttering his voice refer both to his giving and executing 
his threatning; and his doing ſo out of Zion and Jeruſalem 
plainly proves, that theſe are his works who is the God of 
the altar. The church alſo praiſes the Lord, Pſal. Ixviii. 


35. ſaying, O God, thou art terrible, in fulfilling thy threatning 


on the wicked, cut of thy boly places. This truth is alſo 
clearly made known in the viſions of John. Rev. xv. 6. 
And the feven angels came out of the temple, having the ſeven 


plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breaſts 


girded with golden girdles. They came out of the temple, 
bgnifying plainly that they were ſtanding in the preſence of 
the God of the temple, and had reccived their commiſſion 


from him. The fame thing is further declared, chap. xvi. 


1. And 1 heard a great voice out of the temple, ſaying to the 


feven angels, Go your ways, aud pour out the vials of the wrath 


of Ged upon the earth. Since the great voice, by which theſe 
angels were eſpecially authoriſed to pour judgments on men, 
roceeded from the temple; the work of judgment muſt be 
the doing of him who is the God of the altar. 
2d, 'They are the fire of the altar, becauſe they are in- 
flicted on man by the ſpecial agency of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
church's great high prieft, who miniſters before the altar. 
It is the work of Chriſt to pour the judgments of God on 
his enemies, To him the Father hath committed all judg- 
ment, and this he executes not only at the laſt day, when 
all mankind ſhall appear before his judgment ſeat; but al- 
ſo by his operations upon them in this world. From ſe- 
veral portions of this book, this truth may be eſtabliſhed. 
T hefe ſhall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhall over- 
come them, Rev. xvii. 14. They make war with the Lamb, 
by oppoling his intereſts in the world; and the Lamb {hall 
overcome them by executing on them the judgments of 
the Lord. In the latter part of the xix. chapter, and at 
the cloſe of the cx. Pſalm, the triumphs of the mediatorial 
anget over his enemies are celevrated in the loftieſt ſtrains. 


| Beſides, from the words of the text, and from the viſion of 


Ezekiel, formerly mentioned, it is unqueſtionably evident, 
that the mediator has a ſpecial agency in executing divine 
threatnings on the children of men. Now, it is the pe- 
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euliar work of this glorious perſon to miniſter at God's al- 
tar. In the days of his incarnation, he miniſtered at the alta 
as an atoning high prieſt, when he through the eternal ſpi- 
rit offered himſelf without ſpot unto God, and put away 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. In his ſtate of exaltation, 
he ſtill miniſters before the altar, when he, as an inter- 
ceeding high prieſt, appears in the preſence of God for us. 
His mediatorial execution of his threatning on his ene- 
mies belongs unto his adminiſtrations at the altar, and on 
theſe accounts the judgments, by which the threatning is 
executed, are fire of the altar. 

3d, 'Thoſe judgments receive this name, becauſe they 
are inflicted upon men chiefly for their deſpiſing the goſ- 
pel of divine grace, or their contemning God's altar. It 
the principal grounds of God's controverſy with perſons, 
churches and nations are examined, it will be found that 
their fins about the altar, or the goſpel and worſhip of 
God, are the chief cauſes thereof. The children of men 
are guilty of profaning the altar, deſpiſing the goſpel, and 
neglecting the great ſalvation. Many, both in their per- 
ſonal and collective capacities, are involved in the guilt of 
oppoſing Chriſt in his perſon, divinity, office, grace and 
ſalvation; in his prieſthood, atonement and ſacrifice z and 
in his royal and kingly. prerogatives; and, therefore, thoſe 
judgments, by which theſe ſacrilegious abominations are 
avenged, are juſtly called the fire of the altar. Men's op- 
poſition to the truths of the goſpel, their holding errors con- 
trary thereunto, and their neglecting to receive and believe 
the word of ſalvation are eminent cauſes of the Lord's 


_ judgments. Their corruptions of God's ſanctuary and al- 


tar, by changing the ordinances of his worſhip, altering the 
laws concerning the government, and cenſures of his 
houſe, and ſetting office bearers in his church, which have 
no warrant in his word, are ſtanding grounds of the Lord's 
controverſy with ſinful churches and nations. Since ſuch 
fins as theſe, which have a ſpecial relation to God's altar, 
are the principal caufes of judgments, they may be repre- 
lented as fire proceeding from it. 

4th, Divine judgments are fire of the altar, becauſe they 
are inflicted on men in anſwer to the prayers, and for aveng- 


ing the blood of thoſe who were ſlam for the word of God, 


and the teſtimony they held, whoſe ſouls are under the altar, 
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When the fifth ſeal was opened, John /aav under the altar 
the fouls of them that avere flain for the word of God, and for 
the tefiimoriy which they held. An they cried avith a loud voice, 
dying, how long, O 2 holy and true, dſt thou not judge and 
avenge our blood, on them that dauell on the earth, Rev. vi. g, 10. 
Theſe words aſſure us, that when the Lord executes his 
judgments on them that dwell on the earth, it is in anſwer 
to the prayers of thoſe whoſe ſouls are under the altar; and 
therefore it is fire of the altar by which they are devour- 
ed. The prayers of the church of Chriſt, which are like 
incenſe on the golden altar, cauſe fire to proceed from the 
brazen altar, to > conſume their enemies. It is alſo evident 
from theſe words, that by the judgment of the living God, 
the blood of his ſaints, which has been ſhed for his names? 
fake, is fully avenged. Of antient Babylon the church 
ſays, The violence done to me and to my fleſh be upon Babylon, 
Hall the inhabitants of Sion ſay ; and my blood upon the inhabi- 
tants of Chaldea, fhall Feruſalem ſay, Jer. li, 35. In anſwer 
to which it is declared, ver. 49. As Babylon has cauſed the 
Hain of Iſrael to fall, fo at Babylon fhall Fall the "ſlain of all 
the earth. New "Teſtament Babylon ſhall not efcape ſimi- 
lar retribution. The ſong of the angel of the waters con- 
firms it, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and waſt, 


and ſhalt be, becauſe * 26 haſt judged thus; for they have bed | 


the blood of ſaints and prophets, and thou haſt given a blood 
55 drink for they are worthy, Rev. xvi. 5, 6. In the eigh- 
teenth chap. of this book we find a very detailed account 


of the unexampled calamities that ſhall be inflited on the 


Antichriſtian ſtate, and the laſt verſe mentions one ef the 
principal cauſes tbereof; And in her was found the blood of 
prophets, and of ſaints, iid of all that were flain upon the 
earth. As the perſecutors of the church have cruelly ſhed 


the blood of the ſaints of God, and as theſe precious ſons - 


of Zion have not loved their lives unto the death, but have 
offered their blood, ſo to ſay, on God's altar, for the glory 
of his name, and as a teſtimony to his cauſe; fo the Lord 
will make the fire of his jealouſy, iſſuing from the altar, 
to devour the waſters of his heritage, either in their own 
perſons or their ſeed, who continue to oppoſe the cauſe for 
which the blood of the faints was ſhed, or ſupport that in- 
tereſt for which perſecution Was carried on. 

5th, 'The judgments of God are fire of the altar, be. 
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cauſe they often begin to be executed on thoſe who are, 
either by profeſſion or in reality, ſtanding before the altar. 
The perſons who profeſs to be ſtanding before the altar, but 
are the chief corrupters of it; and thoſe who ſay they are 
apoſtles and are not, but are deceitful workers, are often 
firſt deſtroyed by the fire of divine judgments. We have 
an affecting inſtance of this, Ezek. ix. 6, 7. Slay utterly old 
and young, both maids, and little children, and women; but 
come not near any upon whom 1s the mark; and begin at my 
ſanctuary. Then they began at the antient men which were be- 
fore the houſe; and he ſaid unto them, Defile the houſe, and fall 
the courts with the ſlain, aud go ye forth; and they vent forth 
and flew in the city. In this viſion, by which the Lord re- 
preſented to the prophet the execution of his judgments on 
Jeruſalem, the leaders of the people, who were chief in the 
treſpaſs, periſhed firſt in the day of calamity. So ſhall it 
be done in every land. When the days of Jehovah's retri- 
bution come, he will, in the operations of his providence 
by which his judgments are,executed, mark out his victims, 
and cauſe the leaders of a nation in apoſtacy, ſuperſtion, 
idolatry and wickedneſs, feel the firſt and heavieſt ſtrokes 
of his vengeance. It alſo happens,. that even thoſe, who 
are in reality before the altar, may firſt experience divine 
judgments. Of this diſpenſation of an holy God, we have 
an account, 1 Pet. iv. 17. For the time is come that judgment 
muſt begin at the houſe of God; and if it firft begin at us, what 
ſhall the end be of them that obey not the goſpel of Gad? On ac- 
count of the manifold and aggravated provocations of ſons 
and daughters, the Lord brings judgments upon his church 
in various ways, which often are the forerunners of days of 
awful calamities, on thoſe who corrupt and deſpiſe the 
goſpel of Chriſt. 

+ 6th, The Lord's judgments are called fire of the altar, 
becauſe he has a ſacrifice to conſume thereby upon the 
earth. Fire was taken from the antient altar for the pur- 
poſes either of burning incenſe in other places, or of burn- 
ing certain pieces of the ſin- offering without the camp. 
And the bulleck for the fin-offering, and the goat for the fin-offer- 
ing, whoſe blood was brought in to make an atonement in the 
holy place, ſhall one carry. forth without the camp, and they ſhall 
burn in the fire their ſkins, and their fleſh, and their dung, Lev. 
xvi. 27. They ſhall burn in the fire. What fire? The fire 

©; | 
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of the altar, no doubt; for it does not appear that common 
fire could be lawfully uſed in this folemn work, any more 
than it could be employed in burning incenſe. When the 
congregation ſaw one of the prieſts carrying fire of the altar 
in a cenſer without the camp, they would know that there 
was a ſacrifice to conſume with it; ſo when we hear of the 
great high Prieſt caſting the fire of the altar into the earth, 
we may be ſure he has a ſacrifice to conſume there, by this 
fire of divine judgments, He has perſons to deſtroy, na- 
tions to afflict, churches to puniſh, and a ſinful generation 
of his wrath in the earth, on whom he muſt take vengeance. 
Language ſimilar to this is uſed by the prophet Iſaiah, The 
ſword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made hs with fatneſs, 
e fat of kidneys 
of rams; for the Lord has a ſacrifice in Bozrah, and a great 
flaughter in the land of Idumea, Iſa. xxxiv. 6. Of the ſame 
import are the words uttered by the angel ſtanding in the 
ſun, relative to the laſt and moſt fearful execution of divine 
judgments on Chriit's enemies, whereby he ſummons all 
the fowls that fly in the midſt of heaven, ſaying to them, 
Come aud gather yourſelves together unto the ſupper of the great 
God, Rev. xix. 17. Since God has a ſacrifice to conſume 
on the earth, by the execution of his judgments on his ene- 
mies, the fire by which it is accompliſhed mult be fire of 
the altar. | 
7th, Theſe diſpenſations of God unto men are called by 
this name, becauſe they are deſigned for the purification of 


the altar, and for the honour of thoſe who are connected 
with it. Jehovah is nearly connected with the altar, it is 


before his throne, and he 1s worſhipped there. For ad- 
vancing his honour and glory, and for making men know 
that he is the Lord, are all his judgments executed on his 
enemies; and therefore they are the fire of the altar. Jeſus 
Chriſt, the miniſter of the ſanctuary and of the true taber- 


nacle which the Lord pitched and not man, is alſo inti- 


mately connected with the altar. That his mediatorial 


lory may be advanced, his ſpiritual kingdom enlarged, and 
fis goſpel and cauſe vindicated, do theſe judgments come 


on men; on this account alſo are they fire of the altar. The 


. ſervants of Chriſt belong to the altar, they miniſter daily 


there, and all their work as ſuch is about this holy thing. 
For the vindication of the meſſages of grace which they have 
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delivered, the calls to duty which they have given, and che 
threatnings which they have denounced, all in the name of 
the Lord and according to his word, ſhall days of calamit 

come on men; and thereſore theſe viſitations are fire of the 
altar. The whole believing race are allied to the altar, for 
they have an altar at which they have no right to eat who 
ſerve the tabernacle. It is for the purpoſe of manifeſting 
the acceptableneſs to God of their profeſſion, teſtimony, 
holineſs, ſufferings and zeal that days of vengeance come 
on the wicked; and therefore theſe muſt be fire of the altar. 
For the purification of the altar alſo are judgments executed 


on thoſe who profane it. That the doQrines of the altar 


may be cleanſed from error, that the ordinances of the altar 
may be purified from human inventions, that the ſons of 


| oLevi may be refined as gold and filver to offer to the Lord 


an offering in righteouſneſs, that "the worſhippers at the 
aitar may be purged from their iniquity and be enabled to 
compaſs God's altar aright, and that every thing relating to 
the hbuſe of the God of heaven may be done according to 
his will, ſhall all theſe judgments found written in his word 
be executed in their ſeaſon; and ſurely all this glorious 
purification of the altar can only be effected by its own fire. 
8th, Divine judgments are called fire of the altar to ſhew 
that God is well pleaſed with them, and that they tend to 
pacify him. When the fire of the antient altar conſumed 
the ſacrifices which were offered to God, he was pleaſed 
therewith, and it was a mean of reconciling him to the 


people. The judgments of God are called fire of the altar, 


becauſe they are pleaſing to him, and, after their execution,, 
he is reconciled to the land. When divine judgments were 
executed on Achan and on all that he had, for his tranſ- 
greſſion, on account of which the Lord was angry with all 
Iſrael, it is ſaid, So the Lord turned from the fierceneſs of his 
anger, Joſ. vii. 26. When the threatnings were fulfiled on 
Saul and his houſe, and on many of his adherants, it is de- 
clared; After that the Lord <was intreated for the land, 2 Sam. 
XXIi. 14. In the ſacred oracles, we have teſtimonies to this 
truth, of another nature than theſe; teſtimouies wherein the 
Jord repreſents the effect, which the cxccution of his judg- 
ments on his enemies, has upon himſelf. He dedlares that 
he is eaſed thereby. Ifa. i. 24. Tlerefre ſaith the Lord, the 
Lord of hefts, the mighty Gad of Vel; Ab, I with cafe me of 
C..2 
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mine 2 and avenge me of mine enemies. The Lord 

e mighty God of Iſrael, ſpeaking here after the 
manner of men, repreſents his enemies as a diſtreſſing burden 
to him, from which he eaſes himſelf, by taking vengeance 
on them, He allo declares that he is comforted by the ex- 
ecution of his judgments on the workers of iniquity; Thus 


ſhall mine anger be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to reſt 


on them, and I will be comforted, Ezek. v. 13, When the 
fire of the altar, in the judgments of his hand, breaks out, 
and deſtroys his implacable enemies, it 1s a comfort unto 
him; and therefore with theſe operations of his power, juſtice, 
holineſs and truth, the eternal God is well pleaſed. Diſ- 
penſations of this kind are alſo ſaid to quiet his ſpirit; Ther 
cried he upon me, and ſpake unto me ſaying, Behold, theſe that 
go toward the north country, have quieted my ſpirit in the north 
country, Zech. vi. 8. The execution of divine judgments, 


| ſignified by the chariot of black horſes going forth into the 


north country, as well as the beſtowal of mercies, pomted 


out by the chariot of white horſes that followed them, ver. 


6. quiets the Lord's ſpirit, and brings glory to his name. 
Seeing theſe things are ſo, the judgments of God are with 
great propriety denominated fire of the altar. 

gth, Theſe operations of God on his enemies are repre- 


| ſented by a cenſerful of fire taken from the altar, to ſhew 


that the wrath of God againſt finners is only inflicted in 
E upon them in this world. When the miniſters of the 

ouſe burnt the ſacrifices of the people without the camp 
with fire from the altar of burnt-offering, they did not carry 
away all the fire of the altar for this purpoſe, but only a 


ſmall part of it. A cenſer full was only removed for this 


end, and a great quantity of fire remained burning conti- 
nually on the altar. When Chriſt is repreſented as cafting 


the fire of divine judgments on the earth, it is only a cenſer 


full of this fire of the altar which is taken for this defign. 
'The great maſs of fire remains burning on the altar, which 
{ſhall be caſt upon them for their deſtruction and puniſh- 


ment, through the endleſs ages of eternity. As there was 


far more fire left ar the altar than was removed in a cenſer, 
for burning ſacrifices without the camp; ſo there 1s no pro- 
portion betwixt Chriſt's cenſerful of fire which he caſts into 
the earth, in temporal judgments on men, and the infinite 


wrath of God which is reſerved for the wicked in the place 
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4 of miſery, However awful the judgments of God may be, 
© which the wicked ſuffer in this world, they are as nothing 
when compared with that unquenchable fire that they ſhall 
endure, in that place where the Lord's mercy is clean gone, 
where he has forgotten to be gracious, and where he will 
be favourable no more. Afflicting as temporal judgments 
may be to the children of men, and tedious as their ſuffer- 
ings are under their painful influence; yet the wrath of God 
that they ſhall endure hereafter ſhall be infinitely more diſ- 
treſſing to them, and endleſs in its duration. In this world, 
it is only a cenſerful of fire of the altar that is ſcattered 
among them; but, in the world to come, they {hall be laid 
on the altar, and the infinite maſs of fire which burns con- 
tinually there, ſhall eternally conſume them, for every one 
/hall be ſalted with fire, Mark ix. 49. 
roth, Divine judgments are called the fire of the altar, 
becauſe the wrath of God, which the wicked ſuffer both in 
this world and in the next, is the ſame in its nature with 
that which Chriſt endured and exhauſted by his ſufferings 
and death, in the room of his people. Jeſus Chriſt not only 
{tands at the altar of incenſe, and makes interceſſion for the 
feints according to the awill of God; but he alſo ſtood at the 
altar of burnt-offering, and gave himſelf for us an cffering and 
facrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour unto God. As he fully 
executes his prieſtly office, in making interceſſion for us; 
ſo he completely fulfiled that office 2vben he appeared once' in: 
the end of the world, to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
His divine nature was the glorious altar, his human nature 
the ſacrifice, and he, as God and man in one perſon, was 
the prieſt, who offered this ſacrifice to God on this altar. 
When Jeſus offered himſelf a ſacrifice, the fire of divine 
wrath, which was due to the elect whom he repreſented on 
account of their fin, brake out upon him, and conſumed his 
human nature in death. With reſpect to this infinite pour- 
ing out of divine wrath on him, we find him ſaying, M 
heart is like wax, it is melted in the migft of my bowels, Pſal. 
xXil. 14. His human nature was melted and diſolved in 
the pains of death, by the fire of divine wrath which ke 
endured, for the ſalvation of his people. When he mini- 
ſtered at God's altar, as an atoning high pricſt, the fire of 
the altar took hold of him, and he, on account of the divine 
dignity of his perſon as the Son of God, intirely quenched 
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this vindictive flame for all who believe in him to ſalvation. 
The judgments of God on men are called the fire of the 
altar, to ſhew that they endure the ſame wrath both here 
and hereafter, which Chriſt intirely finiſhed in his ſufferings 
and death, for the redemption of his people. And how can 
it be ctherwiſe? As they reject the glorious and only Savi- 
our, and exerciſe not a ſaving faith in his blood, their fin is 
not expiated, guilt remains on them, to the curſe of the law 
they are liable, and they muſt ſuffer the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire, both in this world and in that which is to come. 
The fire of the altar muſt have a ſacrifice; and as they reject 
the only propitiatory atonement, and are, by their daily re- 
bellion againſt God, treaſuring upwrath to themſelves againſt 
the day of wrath, this ſire will break out upon them and 
conſume them. Theſe divine judgments which the wicked 
ſuffer here, as well as their eternal puniſnment, are an ex- 
ecution of the ſame divine wrath on them, which Chriſt 
ſuffered for his people and for ever removed from them, 
when he was wounded for their tranſareſſions, and bruiſed 
for their iniquitiesz and therefore it is called fire of the altar. 

We now proceed to the 

III. Head, which was to ſhew, what is imported in Chriſt's 
inflicting. thoſe judgments on the children of men; He 7ook 
the cenſer, he filled it with fire of the altar, and he caſt it into 
the earth. : | 

ft, Chriſt's inflicting divine judgments on men imports, 
that all the agency which he empioys about them, 1s in con- 
ſequence of a delegated power over all things, which he has 
received from God the Father. He could have no official 
concern about the judgments of God, were it not given him 
by Jehovah. As he is the Son of God, and poſſeſſed of the 
divine nature and perfections, his neceſſary concern about 
all divine works toward the creatures, is the ſame with that 
of the Father, and the Holy Spirit. It is not of this, how- 
ever, that theatext ſpeaks. Concerning that employment 
of the Lord Chriſt about theſe works of God, eſpecially his 
works. Judgment, which is peculiar unto him, does the 
text Five us information. Tt is true, the Lord Jeſus could 
have no ability for this official and peculiar work about either 
the judgments or the mercies of God, were he not poſſeſſed 
of that original and neceſſary concern about them, which 
belongs to him as a divine perſon. It is, therefore, of that 
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work of Chriſt about divine judgments which is peculiar to 
him, and which is official in its nature, that we are now 
ſpeaking; and this he performs by virtue of a power over 
all perſons and things, which is given him of the Father. 
Ample and numerous are the teſtimonies of the word of 
God, by which this truth 1s confirmed; a few of them only 
ſhall be mentioned. In the viſon of Daniel this truth 1s 
clearly repreſented. 1 /aw in the night wijiens, and be 
one like the Son of man came with the clude of heaven, and 
came to the antient of days, and they brought him near before him, 
And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a lingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages fhould ſerve him, Dan. 
vii. 13, 14. Without particularly explaining theſe majeſtic 
words, it may be obſerved from them, that the Lord Jeſus, 
the one like the Sen of man, has received from Jehovah, the 
antient of days, dominion, power and authority, and glory, 

honour and renown, and a kingdom, ſubjects to rule, bet all 
people, nations, and languages ſhould ferve Pim, that all mankind 
ſhould be ſubject to him, either in receiving the bleſſings of 
ſalvation from him, or in having the bre of the altar ſcattered 
among them by his hand. This power 7s giver him, and it 
is given to him 20% i like the Sau of man, to ſhew that it is 
his official or mediatorial power, and not that divine power 
pf which he is neceſſarily poſſefled. On two very remark» 
able occaſions, Chriſt aſſerts this truth, in the hearing of his 
diſciples. When the ſeventy returned with their joyful 
report, Jeſus-rejoiced in ſpirit, and ſaid, All things are de- 
livered to me of my Jlatber, Luke x. 22. When he gave his 
ſervants their commiliion, after his reſurrection, he prefaces 
it with theſe words, All pawer is given untg me in heaven and 
in earth, Mat, Xxvili. 13. Our mediator is the perfon to 
whom theſc things are delivered, and this power 1s given. 
Theſe things are delivered to bim, and this power is given 
him, to ſhew that it is an official or delegated power and 


charge that are here mentioned. The power that is given 


him is extenſive, it is all power in heaven and in earth; 
and the things which arc delivered to Lim are univerſal, 
they are all things. The glorious perſon, who has deliv ered 
all things to him, and has given him ali power, is his eternal 
Father. Twice does the Lord Chriſt atlert this truth in the 
ſame diſcourſe, Vor the Father judgeth us man, but hath com- 


3 mitted all judgment to the Son; and again, The I aber bath 
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giuen him authority to execute judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son 
of man, John v. 22,—27. Tohivak the Father hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son, and hath given him, who 
is the Son of man, authority to execute judgment; by ac- 
quitting and blefling his people, and by condemning and 
puniſhing his enemies, both in this world, and in that which 
is to come. When our Redeemer addreſſes his holy and 
righteous Father, he uſes the following words, As thou haſt 
given him, thy Son, power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 
eternal life to as many as thou haſt given him, John xvii. 2. 
From theſe words it 1s evident, that our mediator has a 
gifted or delegated power over all fleſh from the Father; 
that the principal end of his poſſeſſing and exerciſing this 
wer over all fleſh, in reference to the creatures, is that he 
may beſtow the bleſſings of eternal life on the objects of the 
Father's love; and that, as his power extends over all fleſh, 
he exerciſes it alſo in caſting the fire of divine judgments 
into the earth, for the puniſhment of his implacable foes. 
2d, Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth 
imports, that he inflicts judgments on men in the execution 
of his mediatorial office. He not only does ſo, by virtue of 
2 power delegated to him of the Father; but he alſo accom- 
pliſhes this work, in his mediatorial character. The inferior 
name, the angel, by which he is here called, clearly con- 
firms this truth. As he is the Son of God he is never 
called by this name; but as he is our Mediator, God and 
man in one perſon, he is, in different parts of the divine 
word, reprefented in this manner. The caſting fire of the 
altar into the earth, therefore, belongs unto the mediatorial 
work of Chriſt. Tae works which are aſcribed unto Chriit, 
in the two verſes before the text, are purely mediatorial. 
It is only in his mediatorial character that he ſtands at the 
golden altar, like an officiating prieſt, has a golden cenſer, 
and receives much incenſe. It is as our Mediator only that 
he offers this incenſe with the prayers of all ſaints, on the 
golden altar, in his prevalent interceſſion for them before 
the throne. It is in his mediatorial character alone that the 
prayers of the ſaints, perfumed with his incenſe, can aſcend 
with acceptance before God out of his hands. It is the 
fame perſon, he is called by the ſame name, and is ſtill | 
employed about things which belong to the ſanCtuary, 
who is mentioned in the words of the text, and the ange! 
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took the cenſer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and caſt. 
it into the earth; it muſt therefore be in his mediatorial 
Sharacter that he performs this ſtrange act. 

3d, Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth 
imports, that judgments are inflicted on men according to 
the purpoſe, and in obedience to the command of God. 


This work is performed by the Mediator according to the 


decree of God. The unalterable purpoſes of Jehovah are 
the rule, according to which he himſelf performs all things 
among the creatures. All his works, whether in creation, 
providence or grace, are an exact fulfillment of his decree; 
Tor he worketh all things after the counſel of his own will, Eph. 
1. 11. As the decree of God is a rule to himſelf, in all his 
diſpenſations toward the creatures; ſo this purpoſe is a rule 
to Chriſt, in all his mediatory adminiſtrations, both when 
he cauſes thoſe who love him to inherit ſubſtance, and when 
he throws the fire of divine anger upon his enemies. 'The 
purpoſe of God fixes the time, the objects, the inſtruments, 
the meaſures, and the duration of divine judgments in the 
earth; and from its appointments, in taeſe and the like par- 
ticulars, the Mediator, in his adminiſtrations, will never 
depart. As Mediator, he is perfectly acquainted with the 
drvine decrees, and is a faithful ſervant to his Father, and, 
therefore, every part of that purpoſe muſt be exactly fulfilled 
by his operations. He hath ever been, and ever will be 
faithful as a Son over his own houſe, and faithful to him 
who appointed him to his mediatory office, deviations, there- 
fore, from this ſupreme rule in his official work, are im- 
poſſible.— As the decree of God is the rule of his mediatory 
adminiſtrations, ſo the command of God is the reaſon why 
he actually adminiſters, in the kingdoms of grace and pro- 
vidence. The words of Jeſus reſpecting his death and re- 


ſurrection "pply to every part of his official work; T1 


commandment have I received of my Father, John x. 18. When 
Chriſt takes the cenſer, fills it with fire of the altar, and caſts 
it into the earth, he ms. this commandment have 1 
received of my Father. When Chriſt performs his official 

works in theſe particulars, he neither runs unſent, nor acts 
without proper powers; but he is clothed with a commiſſion, 
and is inveſted with authority from Jehovah for this purpoſe, 


Every operation of Chriſt, in bringing either mercies or 
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judgments on men, is performed according to the purpoſe, 
and in obedience to the command of God. 

4th, Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth 
imports, that it is done by the power or influence of God. 
The mediatorial adminiſtration of Jeſus does not ſet aſide 
the ſupreme working of the three one God. The Redeemer's 


giving eternal life to his people does not prevent the Father's 


gift of eternal life to them; For the 75 of God is eternal lifz 
through Teſus Chrift our Lord. Chriſt's judging the world, 
in his mediatorial character, does not contradict that truth, 
that God is the judge of all. The Mediator's inflicting 
divine judgments on the children of men, dots not hinder 
the bringing theſe judgments on them to be ſupremely the 
work of God. There is no inconſiſtency betwixt the divine 
operations of the three ond God, in governing all his crea- 
tures and all their actions, and the mediatorial adminiſtra- 
tions of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe are connected together, and 
their confiſtency is aſſerted by Chriſt himſelf when he ſaid, 
My Father worbeth hitherto, and I wor, John v. 17. It is 
impoſſible that Jehovah can ſurrender to any the ſupreme 
goverament of all things, either in the right or in the exer- 
cite of it; becauſe it neceſſarily and eſſentially belongs to 
the divine nature. The mediatorial power and adminiſtra- 
tions of Jefus do not withdraw the ſupreme government of 
all things, either in the right or in the exerciſe of it, out 
of the hands of the three one God. His power as our 


Mediator, and his adminiſtrations in that character, both in 


grace and providence, are eſſentially different in their nature, 
from the power and operations of Jehovah, both among his 
ſaints and his other creatures. The latter is underived, the 
former is communicated; the one is effential, the other is 
official, this is ſupreme, that is ſubordinate. When Chriſt 
caſts the fire of divine judgments into the earth, his Father 
worketh hitherto, or unto this end, and he allo works. The 
power or influence of Jchovah, of which Chriſt as the Son 
of God is eſſentially poſſeſſed, is exerciſed in pouring divine 
judgments on men; while the Lord Chriſt, as our Mediator, 
has an official concern in caſting them into the earth. Now, 
this work is accompliſhed. by divine power, becauſe the ex- 
erciſe of that power which 1s official, plainly ſuppoſes the 
exertion of that ». hich is ſupreme; becauſe he who is en- 
truited with mediatorial authority, as he is the Son of God, 
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is poſſeſſed of this almighty power; and becauſe Jeſus in all 
his mediatorial adminiſtrations, reſpecting gither his people 
or his enemies, is upheld aud ſupported by the power of 
the three one God. | 
5th, 'The Mediator's caſting the fire of the altar into the 
earth imports, that the treaſures of wrath, as well as the 
treaſures of grace and ſalvation, are at his diſpotal. As it 
hath pleaſed the Father that in him all fulneſs thould dwell, 
that out of his fulneſs his people might reccive and grace 


for grace; ſo it hath pleaſed the Father alſo to commit all 


judgment unto him, that he might have authority to execute 
judgment alſo upon his enemies, becauſe he is the Son of 
man. He not only reigns over his church, by the ſceptre 
of his grace; but rules in the midſt of his enemies, and, 
with his iron rod, daſhes them in pieces like a potter's veſſel, 
He has not only a power to forgive fins, and to exalt the 
law-condemned ſinner into a ſtate of juſtification before 
God; but he has alſo power over fire, and can cauſe it burn 
up his enemies The fire of the altar is at his diſpoſal, and, 
therefore, he takes it into his cenſer and caſts it on the in- 
habitants of the earth. He is exalted as a prince and a ſa- 
viour, not only to give repentance to Iſrael and the remiſſion 
of ſins; but alſo to avenge all the wrongs done by his incor- 
rigible enemies to God, to himſelf, and to his church, b 
executing divine judgments upon them. "That wrath by 
which God's enemies are deſtroycd, is not the wrath of him 
only that ſitteth on the throne; but it is alſo called the 
wrath of the Lamb. It is the wrath of the Lamb, becauſe 
they are the effects of the Mediator's diſpleaſure, as well as 
the effects of the anger of God, which arc endured by thoſe 
who hate and oppoſe him. It is alſo the ruth of the Lamb, 
becauſe the wrath of God, in its terrible effects on his ene- 
mies, is inflicted on them by the agency of our Mediator, 
who is the Lamb in the midſt of the throne. _ 

6th, 'The Mediator's caſting the fire of the altar into the 
earth imports, that every thing is done by Chriſt, which is 
neceſſary for the infliction of divine judgments on his ene- 
mies. Three actions are aſcribed to hin: in the text, rela- 
tive to this workz and no more is neceſlary for its accom- 


pliſhment. He took the cenſer,—be filled it wit! fire of 


the altar, —and caſt it into the earth. There was no wore 
needful to be done, by the prieſts under the former diſpen- 
D 2 
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ſation, to burn, without the camp, the bodies of thoſe beaſts, 
whoſe blood was brought into the ſanctuary by the high 
prieſt for fin, than to take their cenſer, to fill it with fire 
trom the altar, and to apply it to the combuſtible materials, 
by which they were reduced to aſhes. In like manner, 
Chriſt has nothing more to do, for conſuming the Lord's 
ſacrifice on the earth, or for deſtroying thoſe who have 

troden under foot the court without the temple and the holy 
city forty and two months, than to take the cenſer, to fill it 
with fire of the altar, and to caſt it into the earth; and all 
theſe, the text aſſures us, the Lord Jeſus does perform. It 
is an orderly, progreſſive and complete ſervice which is here 


_ repreſented. It is begun, he took the cenſer; it is conti- 


nued, he filled it with fire of the altar; and it is finiſhed, 
he caſt it into the earth. This inſpired repreſentation of 
the Mediator's work, which John ſaw in the viſions of God, 
being ſo particular and full, plainly proves that every thing 
neceſſary, for the execution of divine judgments on his ene- 
mies, ſhall be performed by the Lord Chriſt. | 

5th, Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth 
imports, that all the inſtruments of the Lord's anger are 


under his command, and at his direction. When the Lord 


executes his judgments on his foes, he employs the agency 
of his creatures whether animate or inanimate. In his en- 
truſting the Mediator with authority to execute judgment, 
he puts all theſe inferior agents under his power. Are the 
angels employed in this work? Chrift is gone into heaven, and 


is on the right hand of God, angels, authorities, and powers being 


made ſubjeft unto him, 1 Pet. iii. 22. Is the agency of men. 


employed by the Lord in deſtroying his enemies? The Father 


hath given him poxwer over all fleſh, John xvii. 2. Is the in- 
animate creation fometimes employed by the Lord, in bring- 


ing to paſs his ſtrange act of judgment? 'The winds and the 


ſea obey our Redeemer, and he hath put all things under his 


feet, and given him to be head over all things to the church, 


Eph. i. 22. Whatever the creatures are whoſe inſtrumen- 
tality the Lord Jehovah is pleaſed to employ, as inferior 
agents in his works of judgment, they are all the armies which 


are in heaven. And whom do they follow? At whoſe di- 
rection do they move? They follow that glorious perſon 


who ſat on the white horſe, who is called faithful and true, 
whoſe eyes were as a flame of fire, on whoſe head were 
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many crowns, who had a name written that no man knew 
but he himſelf, who was clothed with a veſture dipt in blood, 
and whoſe name is called the word of God. This is a glo- 
rious deſcription of our Mediator, and it is immediately added, 
And the armies which were in heaven follaved him upon white 
horſes, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, Rev. xix. 14. 
They follow him to receive their orders from him, and to 
act according to his will. They follow him to be uſed by 
him as he pleaſes, in bringing judgments on the children 
of men. That they follow him to a work of this kind, is 
evident from the remaining part of the chapter, and from 
the next verſe; And out of his mouth goeth a ſharp ford, that 
with it he ſhould ſmite the nations; and he ſhall rule them with 
a rod of iron; and he treadeth the wine prefs of the fierceneſs and 
wrath of Almighty God. 
8th, Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth 
imports, that all the effects of divine judgments on the chil- 
dren of men are produced by his agency. As he caſts theſe 
burning coals from the altar into the earth, the effects they 
produce on men are cauſed by his mediatory adminiſtration. 
Since the bleſſings enjoyed by the church come to them 
through his work, as the interceeding high prieſt, ſtanding 
at the altar with the golden cenſer in his hand, and much 
incenſe to offer it with their prayers; the evils alſo which 
befal the children of men, ſuffering under the judgments of 
God, are brought on them by him who caſts the fre of the 
altar into the earth. - 'The mercy and grace of God are the 
ſupreme foundation of the church's felicity, and his wrath 
and juſtice are the chief cauſe of the miſery of his enemies; 
but both are produced alſo by the miniſtration of the Lord 
Jeſus. He has an immediate, miniſterial and ſubordinate 
agency in the production of theſe things both to his friends 
and to his enemies; an agency to which he is honourabl 


Exalted becauſe he became the Son of man, and finiſhed in 


our nature the infinitely arduous work that was given him 
to do. Whatever, therefore, are the effects of divine judg- 


ments on the children of men, they are produced by the 


power and working of Jeſus. If they ſuffer by theſe judg- 
ments, in their perſons, in their wealth, in their honours, 
in their power, in their relations, or in their lives, all this 
accumulated woe is hurled on them, by his hand who caſts 
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the fire of the altar into the earth. Are they overcome? 
It is the Lamb that overcomes them. Are they Hain? It 
is with the ſword of him that ſat on the horſe. And are 
they troden in the wine preſs without the city? It is he who 
treadeth the wine preis of the fierceneſs and wrath of Al- 
mighty God. A 


1 
1 


SERMON II. 


Rev. viii. 5. And the angel took the cenſer, and filled it ꝛuith fire 
of the altar, and caſt it into the earth; and there ꝛuere waiter, 
and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. 


I diſcourſing on the three foregoing heads, which have 
been already conſidered, it has been ſhewn in what re- 
ſpects the judgments of God are compared to fire, why they 
are called fire of the altar, and what is the import of Ghriſt's 
infliting divine judgments on his enemies. According to 
the method propoſed, we ſhall now proceed to the 48: 
IV. Head of the doctrine, which was to mention ſome 
of the eſfects of Chriſt's work, which are here repreſented 
by voices, thunderings, lightnings and an earthquake. 
When the mediatorial angel caſts the fire of the altar 
into the carth, voices and thunderings ſhall be heard, light. 
nings [hall be ſeen, and an earthquake ſhall be felt by the 
inhabitants of the world. When thoſe things happen to- 
gether, they conſtitute a moſt dreadful tempeſt in the na- 
tural world. When the noiſe of loud ſounding winds and 
roaring thunders is heard, accompanied with frightful flaſhes 
of vivid lightning, which ſtrike the eye, and when theſe 
are attended with the ſhocks of a terrible earthquake, great 
terror ſcizes the minds of men, the earth ſeems to be cun- 
vuiſed, and much devaſtation is often brought upon the 
works thereof. By theſe outward tempeſts, which are 
brought on men by the hand of God, he has often exe- 
cuted his diſpleaſure upon his enemies; and Divine Provi- 
dence may {till employ them to a confiderable degree for 
pouring his vengeance on the wicked in the day of his re- 
compences. In that part of the ſolemn tranſaction at 
Sinai, which was intended to repreſent the Lord's diſplea- 
ſure at fin, and his puniſhing ſinners, and to re-exhibit to 
that peopie the covenant of works, all theſe particulars are 
found ; for the alarming voice of the trumpet and of thun- 
ders was heard, lightning and fire were feen, and the 
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whole mount quaked greatly. When the kingdoms of this 
world ſhall become the kingdams of our Lord and of his 
Chriſt, the temple of God ſhall be opencd in heaven, and 
there ſhall be ſeen in his temple the ark of his teſtament, 
for the comfort and falvation of his people ; but, at the ſame 
time it is declared, that there ſhall be, for the puniſhment 
of his enemies, lightnings, and voices, and thunders, and 
an earthquake, and great hail, Rev. xi. 19. When God's 
judgments ſhall be finiſhed on Turk and Antichriſt, with 
their ſupporters, we are told, there wwere voices, and thun- 
ders, and lightnings ; and there vas a great earthquake, ſuch 
as was not fince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earth- 
quale and ſo great. And there fell upon men a great hail out 
of heaven, every flone about the weight of a talent, Rev. xvi. 
18, 21, Not in the words of our text only, but in other 
* of Scripture alſo, the wrath of God, which is inflicted 
y his judgments on men, is ſet before us in theſe ſtriking 
repreſentations. From this it is evident, that the judg- 
ments of God on ſinners in various periods of time, thoug 
they may differ in their degree and duration, are yet the 
ſame in their cauſes, in their ſubſtance, and in the manner 
of their execution. The voices, thunders, lightnings, and 
the earthquake, mentioned in the text, are metaphors taken 
from theſe frightful occurrences in the world of nature, to 
repreſent the ſin- avenging judgments of the living God, 
and the awful diſpenſations of his Providence, by which 
the men of the world ſhall be diſtreſſed, and many of them 
deſtroyed. We ſhall now mention ſome of theſe divine 
judgments, which are repreſented by the voices, thunders, 
lightnings, and the earthquake, that are produced among. 
men by Chriſt's caſting the fire of the altar into the earth. 
1ſt, Theſe repreſent the judgment of diviſion. This is 
a fore evil which is brought on men by the hand of God, 
and which often extends both to their religious and civil 
concerns. As it is a great mercy which the Lord has pro- 
miſed to his people, to give them one heart and one way; 
ſo it is a ſad ſtroke. of his anger when he divides them in 
Jacob, and ſcatters them in Iſrael. How mournfully pre- 
valent is the ſpirit of diviſion among the children of men, 
relative to religious things! Different voices are heard in 
the church of God. The watchmen do not ſee eye to eye 
in matters of religion, nor do they ſing together with the 
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voice; but Ephraim is againſt Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh is 
againſt Ephraim, and theſe together are againſt Judah- 
The Chriſtian people, inſtead of holding the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, are ſplit into parties, and altar 
is ſet up againſt altar in every corner of the land. Eccleſi- 
aſtic teachers and rulers have been ſuffered, for a long time, 
to purſue meaſures, which have had a mournful tendency 
both to occaſion and confirm religious diviſion. We have 
divided away from the Lord, by turning from his truths and 


ordinances, and ſo have broken the ſtaff of beauty; he has 


therefore been provoked, as a puniſhment of our fin, by 
ſending a ſpirit of diviſion amongſt us, to break the ſtaff of 
bands. The judgment of diviſion reſpeCting our civil con- 
cerns is not leſs remarkable. To this token of the Lord's 
anger, nations are greatly ſubjected. Many are found, in 
the ſame country, rejoicing at events, which occaſion to 
others grief and mourning. Multitudes highly applaud 
ſome meaſures of public adminiſtration, which are repro- 
bated by a numerous and reſpectable claſs of the ſame com- 
munity. Almoſt every where, plans of government are 
purſued which occaſion the increaſe of political diviſion. 
The ſyſtems which are eſtabliſhed in nations, as they have 
many who are engaged in their ſupport, ſo there are others 
found who are endeavouring to pull them down. 'Theſe 
things are mournful evidences, that the Lord has brought 
the judgment of diviſion, in a remarkable way, upon the 
children of men: And a fore judgment it is; for it prevents 
unity of affection, and of exertion for the public proſpcrity, 
both civil and religious; it makes every man, in ſome re- 
ſpects, his neighbour's enemy; and it gives us reaſon to 
fear, ſince we are thus divided, that we cannot ſtand. 

2d, Theſe words contain the judgment of deſolating wars, 
The ſword of deſtructiva war was often threatened by the 
Lord in the writings of the Old Teſtament, both againſt his 
own people, and the nations around them. By this judg- 


ment they were all often brought very low, and at laſt totally 


deſtroyed. It is in this calamity, that the fire of the altar, 

on many occaſions, conſumes the enemies of the Lord. Of 

this the inſtances, both in ſacred and profane hiſtory, are 

innumerable. A dreadful and deſtructive period of deſo- 

lating war is foretold, in the pouring out of the ſixth and 

ſeventh vials, by which the public enemies of Chriſt that! 
| *. 
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be overcome, and which is called the battle of Arma; 
g.ddon. All wars are in their nature a judgment ot God 
on the children of men. Foreign wars, by which nation 
riſes againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom, are vreat 
_ calamities inflicted by the King of nations on the inhabirants 
of the world. Civil wars, or the inhabitants of the ſame 
kingdom riſing up againſt one another, and deſtroying each 
other's perſons and property, are allo ſingular calamities 
from the hand of God. Long continued wars which are 
carried on by the obſtinacy and pride of both, or of one of 
the parties, to a diſtreſſing length, are great judgments on 
the inhabitants of the earth. Extenſive wars which are car- 
ried on by many nations at the ſame time, and in many 
places of the earth, arc, in a ſpecial manner, divine puniſh- 
ments inflicted on finners. Wars which are proſecuted with 
uncommon bitterneſs and energy, producing frequent battles, 
great laughter, and much local deſolation, are particularly 
the effects of the fire of the altar upon the earth. Wars 
attended with uncommon expence, whereby nations and 
their poſterity are ſubjected to great pecuniary burdens, are 
a {ore calamity from the righteous Judge. And above all, 
wars which have had for their effect the overturning the 
thrones of princes, and ſtill ſeem to have for their object 
further alterations of this kind, are peculiarly judgments | 
from God, and ſhew that they are of the ſame nature with 
thoſe predicted in the ninth chapter of this book, which 
cauſed the world change its maſters, and brought dread- 
ful diſtreſs on men. The wars by which the nations of 
the earth are at preſent ſuffering, have been, and ſtill are 
of the deſcription now mentioned, and therefore they muſt 
be the effects of the fire of the altar caſt into the earth. 
3d, 'The words comprehend the judgment of famine. 
This is another diſpenſation of God, by which he often 
inflicts his anger on the workers. of iniquity, This was 
one of the judgments with which God's antient people was 
ſome times chaſtiſed, and it is one of the wrathful ſtrokes 
which ſhall contribute to the deſtruction of antichriſt. 
When the Lord, in his righteous providence withholds his 
bleſſing from the earth, prevents it from yielding its ſtrength 
to the ſinful generation upon it, and ſends unfriendly and 
barren ſeaſons, he is teſtifying his diſpleaſure in the plaineſt 
manner, againfſ} the children of men. When the Lord 
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prepares and employs the inſects and reptiles of the earth 
to devour a part of the fruits of the field, he is bringing 
this judgment on a land. This he did to his people of old, 
Joel 1, 3, 4. Tell ye your children of it, and let them tell 
their children, and their children another generation. That 
which the palmer worm hath left, hath the locuſt eaten; and 
that which the Icuft hath left, hath the canker worm eaten; 
and that which the canker worm hath l-ft, hath the caterpillar 
eaten, When the Lord, by ſending unnatural cold, exceſ- 
ſive drought, or immoderate and unfeaſonable rain, refu- 
ſes to bleſs the ſpringing of the year, this calamity is 
brought on men. When the Lord makes the harveſt an 
heap in the day of grief, and of deſperate ſorrow, by ſhak- 
ing winds, rotting rains, and deſtructive froſt he is viſibly 
contending with the inhabitants of the earth. By theſe o- 
perations, he breaks the ſtaff of bread, and ſends amongſt 
a pcople the evil arrows of famine, by which many come 
to be hardly beſtead for thoſe things which are needful to 
the body. The alarming ſcarcity and extravagant dearth 
of the neceſſary ſupports of human life are a great judg- 


ment from God; as thereby the outward fituation of ma- 


ny is materially changed to the worſe, the honeſt ſavings 
of better times are expended, hunger and nakedneſs are 
endured by many, and diſeaſe and death ſometimes follow 
in the train. Theſe iſles of the ſea to which we belong, 
are at preſent ſmitten with this ſore judgment from the 


hand of God. He hath in the laſt ſeaſon given us the 


blade and the ear, but he has withheld from us the full 
corn in the ear; whereby many have been reduced to great 
perplexity aud diſtreſs. Our iniquities have procured theſe 
things unto us. We have been unconcerned for the in- 
tereſts of his glory, and therefore has he brought this evil 
upon us, as he did upon his people of old; Ye looked for 


much, and, lo, it came t9 little; and when ye brought it h+mo, 


I did blow upon it; why? ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, becauſe of 
mine houſe that is waſte, and ye run every man unto his own 
houſe, Hag. 1. 9. The national ſupport and countenance 
are beſtowed upon many things in religion which are not 
the Lord's; and therefore he has laid this judgment upon 


us; for to us the words of the Prophet are applicable, 
For 


K 2 


De did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and ol, 


and multiplied ber ſilver and gold, which they prepared for 
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Baal; therefore awill I return and take away my corn in the 
time theresf, and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, aud will reco- 
ver my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedneſs, Hoſ. xi. 
8, 9. Our criminal abuſe of plenty which the Lord hath 
formerly given us, by luxurious eating, immoderate drink- 
ing, vain and expenſive clothing, and ſinful amuſements 
and diverſions, has alſo procured this evil unto us. Oh! 
that the children of men were religiouſly exerciſed under 
this ſore judgment, were not only crying what ſhall we 
eat ? but alſo, what ſhall we do to be ſaved? 

th, Theſe words include alſo the judgment of the peſ- 
tilence, as another effect of the fire of the altar. With 
this judgment Iſrael was threatened; And I will bring a 
ford upon you, that fhall avenge the guarrel of my covenant ; 
and when ye are gathered together within your city, I will ſend 
the peftilence among you; and ye ſhall be delivered into the hand 
of the enemy, Lev. xxvi. 25. This judgment ſometimes ac- 
companies war and famine, and at other times it comes by 
itſelf; but, in any of thefe ways, it is a moſt alarming diſ- 
penſation of divine providence. By it many parts of the 
world, have been at different times dreadfully diſtreſſed. 
When the Lord ſends mortal and peſtilential diſeaſes a- 
mong the children of men, it is a great evidence of his an- 
ger gone forth againſt them. By theſe many of them 
are cut off from the land of the living; and great ter- 
ror and perplexity, inconvenience, and wordly loſs are 
endured by thoſe who eſcape. Of late years, different 
parts of the earth, and ſome of the armies of-the nations 
have.been, by the righteous hand of God, imitten with this 
ſore judgment, The nations have not been careful to 
counteract the diſeaſe of fin, in its different appearances a- 
mong them, whereby God is diſhonoured, and his law is 
broken; and therefore he may be provoked to ſuffer out- 
ward peſtilential diſeaſes to ſpread their contagious influ-. 
ence among men, till many of them are deſtroyed. When 
epidemical diſeaſes, occaſioning a flight and ſhort trouble, 
paſs through a land, they are warnings to the inhabitants 
thereof; becauſe he who has ſent them, can as eafily fend 
the peſtilence for our deſtruction. In the days of the 
Lord's vengeance upon men, when the fire of the altar 


| ſhall be caſt into the earth, we are ſure that by this judg- 


ment, as well as by war and famine, many ſhall -be. deſtroy - 
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ed. It is mentioned by the Lord Jeſus, in the enumera- 
tion he gives of divine judgments, which ſhall come upon 
ſinſul nations in the times of the goſpel; And great earth- 
quakes ſhall be in divers places, and famines, and Pofttlences, 
Luke xxi, 11. Of the deſtruction of Antichriſt it is ſaid, 
The refore ſhall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourn- 
ing, and famine, Rev. xviii, 8. The noiſome and deſtruc- 
tive peſtilence, 1s therefore one of the eſfects of the fire 
of the altar 

5th, National poverty and bankruptcy may be confider- 
ed as another divine judgment on the children of men, 
which is included in theſe words. The public proſperity 
of nations 1s in itſelf a great bleſſing from the Lord; but 
when lre dries up the ſources of national wealth, and brings 
poverty and dependence upon men, the hand-of the Lord, 
in his judgments, is againſt them. The former was pro- 
miſed to Iſrael, in their keeeping the commandments of the 
Lord; and the latter was threatened to them, in cafe of 
their departing from him. The Lord Hall a pen unto thee his 
gd treaſure, the heaven to give the ruin unto thy land in his 
fenſen, and to bleſs all the avorks of thine hand ; and thou ſhalt 
lend unte many nations, and thou u ſhal! net barrow, Deut. xXxvili, 
12. In the 43d, and 44th verſes of the ſame chapter, one 
of the judgments for their diſobedience is expreſſed in the 
following words; The ranger that is within thee, ſhall get 
up above thee very high; and thou fhalt com? drawn very low; 
he fhall lend unto thee, and thou ſbalt not nat lend unto him; he 


[hall be the head, and thou ſhalt be the tail. Vhatever are the 


ſprings of a nation's wealth, the productions of the earth, 
the labour of their hands, or their extended commerce, the 
Lord can eaſily blaſt them, and overwhehn men with diſ- 
treſs and perplexity. Antient Tyre, who was abundant 
in merckandize and in treaſures, is a ſingular inſtance of 
the juſtice and power of God, m bringing upon nations, 

the moſt opulent and itrong, great poverty and ruin. 

Both her proſperity and overthrow, are deſcribed by the 
Prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxvii. from which the following ex- 
preſſions are ſelected. And thou wart repleniſhed and made 
very glorious in the midſt of the feas. Thy riches, and thy fair, 

thy merchandize, thy mariners, and th 'y piketr, thy eaikers, aud 
the occupiers of thy merchavidize, and all thy men of war __ at 
are in thee, and in all thy campany, which is in the mig e 
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thee, ſhall fall into the midſt of the ſeas, in the day of thy ruin, 
verſes 25, 27. Our land has often ſuffered by the partial 
execution of this judgment. The ſtagnation of trade, as 
well as unfruitful ſeaſons, occaſioned by numerous bank- 
ruptcies, waich circulate their hurtful influence through 
many orders of men, has ſometimes brought us into great 
diſtreſs. When the fire of the altar ſhall conſume Anti- 
chriſt, this judgment alſo ſhall be found among her plagues. 
And the merchants of the earth ſball weep over her, for no man 
buyeth their merchandize any more, Rev xviii. 11 

6th, Popular commotious are a judgment from the Lord, 
which is pointed out in the words of the text. "Theſe are 
moral earthquakes, or violent ſhakings among rational 
creatures, and moral agents, which often prove a dreadful 
ſcourge to the children of men. When the Lord takes off 
the reſtraints of his providence from the minds of the mul- 
titude, and ſets them looſe againſt their ſuperiors, or one 
another, it is a great judgment from God to the nation 
where it happens. "Theſe inſurrections are lawleſs, ungo- 
vernable and violent; and the perſons concerned in them 
are often carried to the greateſt exceſſes. 'Phey greatly 
diſturb the tranquillity of cities an of nations, and fre- 
quently occaſion the deſtruction of much property, and the 
loſs of many lives. In ſome parts of the world, theſe are 
more frequent and miſchievous; and in others, they are 
both more ſeldom and moderate. Whatever may be the 
cauſes of theſe popular tumults, and however much fin 
may be committed in them; yet the holy and righteous 

od may order and overrule them, as a judgment of his 
hand, in puniſhing ſinners for their iniquity. When the 
fire of the altar ſhall be thrown among men, there is rea- 
ſon to conclude, that by ſuch dreadful moral earthquakes 
as theſc, he will ariſe and ſhake terribly the earth. 

-7th, The overturning the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of nations, 
is another effect of the fire of the altar, which is repre- 
ſented in theſe words. In the righteous judgment of God 
upon ſinful nations, he ſometimes overthrows both their 
civil and ecclefiaſtic eſtabliſhments. . Theſe are ſpiritual 
and political earthquakes, which are brought on men, by 
the power and juſtice of God, as a puniſhment of their ſin; 
and always occaſion muck diſtreſs to the inhabitants of 
the world. Theſe alterations, relating as they do to the 
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moſt important concerns of men, involve nations in ſore 
calamities; for they are accompliſhed by many voices, 
much thunderings, and frequent lightnings of the Lord's 
diſpleaſure. The kingdom of the ten tribes had this 
judgment executed on them, in their captivity by the King 
of Aſſyria. The kingdom of Judah ſuffered the ſame cala- 
mity in their captivity in Babylon. The kingdom of Ba- 
bylon itſelf came under the ſame ſtroke, by the hand of 
the Medes and Perſians. It would be endieſs to enume- 
rate the many inſt:nces of the execution of this judgment 
on the nations of the world. Almoſt every kingdom in 
the earth, at one time or another, has experienced earth- 
quakes of this kind. "Theſe have chiefly been brought on 
them, by means of the invaſion and conqueſt of a fore! 
power. In the new heavens and the new earth, for which 
believers do earneſtly look, and patiently wait, both civil 
and eccleſiallig tyranny ſhall be deſtroyed; and therefore 
ſpiritual and political carthquakes muſt happen in man 
lands, before the coming of that happy period. When the 
fire of the altar ſhall be ſent forth to deſtroy antichriſt fi- 
nally, his ſpiritual ſyſtem ſhall periſh, and all that tyranny 
by which it has been upheld ſhall fade away. Theſe ſhall 
be the effects of the voices, thunders, lightnings, and earth- 
quake under the ſeventh vial; for it is faid, And the great 
city was divided into three parts, and the citics of the nations 
fell; and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to 


give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath, 
Rev. xvi, 19. | 


8th, Natural earthquakes, ſtorms and tempeſts may be- 
loag unto the judgments of God, which are the effects of 
the fire of the altar. The Lord has often employed theſe, 
for viſiting on the children of men their aggravated iniqui- 
ties. There have been dreadful deſtructions brought on 
ſinners, by theſe effects of Jehovah's power, and tokens of 
his wrath. 'The words may not only be underſtood in a 
figurative, but alſo in a literal ſenſe; and, in this view, 
they repreſent to us alſo the effects of the fire of the altar. 
By the natural winds, thunders, lightnings and earthquakes, 
the Lord has brought, and may yet bring judgments on 
men. With reſpect to the firſt of theſe, it is faid, Thou 
did/} blow with thy wind, the ſea covered them; they ſank as 
load in the mighty waters, Exod. xv. 10. Relative to the 
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ſecond, we have the following declaration, The adverſaries 
of the Lord ſhall be broken in pieces; out of heaven ſhall he thun- 
der upon thein, 1 Sam. i, 10. The operations of the third are 
[tated in theſe words, He fot out his lightnings and diſcom- 
fed them, Plalm xviii, 14. And with reference to the laſt 
we have the following account, Yea, ye ſhall flee like as ye 
fled from before the earihguake, in the days of Uzziah king «of 
Judah, Zech. xix, 5. Tempeſtuous winds, deſtructive 
thunder and lightning, and the terrible earthquake are in 
the hand of God, and he can, by them as means, bring 
great deſolations on the earth, and miſery on the inhabitants 
thereof. By their operations, many have perithed both by 
ſea and land; and in days of fearful calamity on men for 
fin, there is reaſon to think, that they will again be the in- 
ſtruments of his wrath. 

Theſe are {ome of the judgments of God ſignified by the 
voices, thunderings, I:gatnings and earthquake, which are 
mentioned in the text, as the awful effects of Chriſt's taking 
the cenſer, filling it with fire of the altar, and caſting it in- 
to the earth. | 

This ſubject ſhall now be concluded, by deducing ſome 
inferences from what has been faid. 

1{t, From this ſubject we may ſee the awful nature of 
divine judgmeats. They are moit ſolemn and tremen- 
duous operations of Jchovah's holineſs, power, and juſtice. 
A ſetious coniideration of them, made the Pſalmiſt ſay, 
My fleth tremoleth for fear of thee, aud I am afraid of thy judg- 
ments, Pſalm cxix, 120. Tlie greatneſs of God, who is 
the moſt high over all the earth, and with whom is terrible 
majeſty, ought to impreſs our minds with the conviction 
of the dreadful nature of his judgments. 'The concern 
which the Lord Jeſus, who is the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
has with their execution on men, may diſcover unto us 
their awful nature. The greatneſs of that guilt, which it 
is the deſign of theſe judgments to avenge on impeaitent 
fnners, alſo diſcovers their terrible nature and effects. 
ihe repreſentations of them in the text are calculated to 
aflect our hearts with their awful nature. They are com- 
pared to fire, which is a moſt terrible, deſtructive and 
ragng element. They are the fire of the altar. When 
the fat and other parts of the ſacrifices were burned upon 
the brazen altar, which ſtood in the court of the prieſts, at 
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the dvor bf the tabernacle of the congregation, it would 
ſend up a moſt vehement flame into the air, which the wor- 
ſhippers, ſtanding in the court of the people, would ſee 
and conſider as an affecting emblem of that divine wrath, 
which they deſerved on account of their ſins. This is the 
metaphor, whereby the execution of divine judgments on 
men in this world is repreſented in the text; and certainly 
they muſt be very conſuming and deſtructive plagues. As 
they are compared to voices, lightnings, thunders, and an 
earthquake, which comprehend a moſt frightful ſtorm in 
the natural world, they muſt be very awful viſitations of 
Jehovah's arm and power on the children of men. Let 
none deſpiſe theſe doings of the Lord, either in the threat- 
ning or in their execution; but let all reverence God and 
fear his judgments, 32 e 
2. This ſubject preſents to our view the evil nature of 
Gn. It is fin that procures theſe judgments of God to the 
children of men. It kindles the fire of the altar, cauſes 
Chriſt take the cenſer, fill it with this fire, and caſt it into 
the earth; it muſt therefore be an evil and bitter thing to 
«{epart from the living God. The Lord is righteous and 
holy in all his words of threatning, and in all his works 
of judgment by which theſe are fulfilled; and ſeeing his 
temporal judgments on ſinners, and theſe which are eter- 
nal alfo, are cauſed by fin, it muſt be a great evil; It is 
the procuring cauſe of the voices, lightnings, thunder, and 
the earthquake, by which the children of men are deſtroy- 
ed. Such is the nature of this evil, that God, to teſtify 
his abhorrence of it, hath laid the earth and all things therein 
under a curſe. For the ſame reaſon, the Lord, on ſpecial 
2ccations, ceaſes to exerciſe his patience with men, and 
brings on them the deſolating ſtrokes of his anger. In pro- 
portion as theſe judgments contain penal evil, ſo may we 
ice the moral evil of fin. The fins of perſons, churches, 
and nations, are very heinous in their nature, various in 
their kinds, long continued in their duration, and exceed- 
ingly heightened by their aggravations; there is therefore 
no wonder that they bring down on their guilty heads, the 
awful judgments of God. O that we were made to ſee 
the evil of fin, to hate it with perfect hatred, to mourn for 
it before the Lord, and to turn from it with all our hearts. 
3. The glorious exaltation and work of our adored Me- 
R | 
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diator may be-learned from what has been ſaid. He is now 
before the throne, and is ftanding and miniſtering before 
the golden altar,” which is in Jehovah's immediate and glo- 
rious preſence. Becauſe he humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient to death, even the death of the croſs, God the 
Father hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name. He hath given him authority 
to execute judgment alſo, becauſe he has, in our nature, 
finiſhed the work of redemption, in the purchaſe of it. As 
he miniſtered at the altar below, in the character of an 
atoning high prieſt, and hath then put away fin by the ſa- 
crifice! of Hamel; ſo he is now ſet at the right hand of 
God, placed in the midſt of the throne, clothed with his 
yo >= robes, intruſted with all the treaſures of mercy and 
udgment, and employed in his mediatorial adminiſtrations, 
ſe adminiſtrations are great and glorious, they compre- 
hend his mediatorial work in his exalted ſtate, they are ne- 
ceſſary to his Father's ' glory, his own honour, and his 
church's benefit, and they are proportioned to the honour- 
able ſtation which he ndw occupies. In the holy place not 
made with hands, he adminiſters with reſpect to his peo- 
ple, by-interceeding for them according to the will of God, 
by delivering them from all their miſeries, and by beſtow- 
ing upon them the bleſſings of eternal ſalvation. His ad- 
miniſtrations as our Mediator extend alſo to his irreconcil- 
able enemies. With reſpect to them, he takes the cenſer, fills 
it with fire of the altar, and caſts it into the earth for their 
deſtruction. He threw the fire of the altar into the earth, an 
expreſhon which ſignifies that Jeſus performs this work with 
earneſt concern, with ſpecial care, with holy indignation, and 
with divine violenee; with earneſt concern for the glory of 
God, and for bringing down the loftineſs of his enemies; with 
ſpecial care that no part of his wrath may fall upon his peo- 
ple, whom he keeps as the apple of his eye, but that it may 
alight upon, puniſh, and afflift the workers of iniquity; 
with holy indignation at the rebellion and wickedneſs of 
the children of men; and with divine violence that it may 
effectually conſume and deſtroy his irreclaimable foes. It 
is a great miſtake to confine Chriſt's miniſtrations to his re- 
deemed church, and to exclude from his official rule his 
implacable mb. for with reſpeCt to the latter, as well 
as the former, he has a glorious work to accompliſh. Ir is 
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indeed an eternal truth, and full of conſolation to the peo- 
ple of God, that Jehovah. the Father has ſaid unto Chriſt 


their Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thime ene- . 


mies thy feot/iool ; but he has alſo ſaid to him, in the fame 


3 - 


affecting and ſolemn manner, Rule thou in the midſt of thine \ 
enemies; and again, Tu ſbalt break them ⁊uith a rod of iron, . 


{hou ſbalt daſh them in pieces like a potter s ueſel. Jeſus is com- 


miſhoned by the Father, both to give ſpiritual and eternal 
life to the objects of his everlaſting love, and to execute, 


judgment upon lus enemies in this world, and even to turn 


the wicked into hell at laſt, with all the nations that forget 
4. From this ſubject we may be informed, that the ene- 


mies of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, ſhall certainly be de- 
ſtroyed. The honour of the divine and mediatorial go-, 


** 
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vernment requires it. In many of the prophecies and 


threatnings of God's word, this is plainly declared; and 


will he not do as he has ſaid? God is net a man that he 
ſpould lie, neither the ſon of man that he ſhould repent ; hath he 
ſaid, and fhall he not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and Hall be not 
make it goad? Numb. xxiii. 19. He hath not declared it in 
words only, but he hath aſſured us of it by moſt ſolemn 
and ſignificant actions, which the ſervants of Chriſt have 
ſeen in the viſions of God. Many of thoſe are to be found 
in this book of the Revelatzons, and. in other parts of ſcrip- 
ture. The text contains three of them. John ſaw the 
mediatorial angel take the cenſer, fill it with fire of the 
altar, and caſt it into the earth, which produced amon 

men voices, lightnings, thunders, and an earthquake. Shall 
he not act thoſe things in reality, which John faw him do 


in viſion? To this the words of the prophet may be ap- 
plied. For the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at 


the end it ſball ſpeak, and not, lie; though it tarry wait 
sr it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry, Hab. 
ii. 3. As the viſionary repreſentations of the work of Chriſt 
relative to his people, which are contained m the two verſes 


preceding the text, ſhall be accompliſhed ; ſo the ſignificant 
actions, whereby his work reſpecting his enemies is exhi- 
bited in the text, ſhall be fulfilled in their ſeaſon. Con- 


cerning the numerous and mighty hoſts of foes with which 


his church is ſurrounded, and whereby his kingdom of 


grace is oppoſed among men, the Lord hath ſaid, Tome be- 
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. ho vengeance and recompence, their foot (fall ide in dus 
jd or the day of their calami ty is rf pr the things 
500 all come upon them make hafte, Deut. xxxii. 35. The 
belief of this truth ſhould be preſſed upon the minds of 
Chriſt's enemies, that they, forſeeing the evil, may hide 
themſelves, by abandoning their courſe of oppoſition to him, 
and by ſubmitting to the perſon, righteouſneſs, goſpel, and 
law of the Redeemer. The belief of this truth ſhould alfo 
be preſſed on the *ecarts of Chriſt's followers, to prevent 
them from ſinking into deſpondency, and giving way to 
unbelief and flavith fear during the period of the wicked's 
triumph; and to enable them to live in the exerciſe of an 
holy, joyful, and certain expectation of the accompliſh- 
ment of all the great and glorious things, which the Lord 
has promiſed to his church, both in this world and in that 
which is to come. 83> 
5. The great 3 of the children of men, in oppoſing 
the intereſts of Chriſt in this world, is evident from what 


has been ſaid. Againſt whom are they acting? To whom 


are they making oppoſition ? It is he who is God as well | 
as man, who has all power in heaven and in earth, and who- 
has the fiery judgments of God at his diſpoſal. Can they 
be ſafe in this courfe ? Certainly not, for he muſt reign till 
his enemies are made his footſtool. He ſhall affuredly 
bring them low, by ſcattering theſe burning coals among 
them, and by caſting the fire of the altar into their bo- 
ſom. To him the deſtruction of his enemies, even the 
moit powerful, and ſtubborn, is eaſy; for he has on] 
to take the cenſer, fill it with fire of the altar, and wh 
it into the earth, and inſtantly there fhall be voices, light- 
nings, thunders, and an earthquake of . perſonal or public 
judgments, by which they ſhall be overthrown. Their 
oppoſition to Chriſt contains the baſeſt ingratitude; for 
they are deſpiſing and rejecting him, who has come in the 
fleſh, and is now coming in the goſpel, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might bes 
He is revealing to them ſtatutes by which they ma 


8 
and ſpeaking words by which they may be ſaved; and can 
they deſpiſe theſe ſtatutes of life, and reject this word 
of ſaivation, without being guilty of the greateſt folly and 
daſeſt ingratitude. In the words of Moſes they may be 


addreſſed, Do ye thus reguite the Lerd, O fooliſh people and 
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undi iſe? Over them we may lament, in the words of that 
prophet, O that they avere wiſe, that they underſtood this, and 
that they awould confidef_therr latter end, Deut. xxxii.*6, 29. 
This melancholy oppoſition to Chriſt, is managed by the 
children of men both in their perſonal and collective capa- 
cities. By the unbelief and enmity of their hearts, by their 
corrupt and erroneous ſentiments, and by their immoral 
and ungodly lives they, as individuals, rage and imagine a 
vain thing againſt the Lord and his Chriſt. In their civil 
and eccleſiaſtical capacities, the children of men, by for- 
faking and oppoſing the concerns of the Mediator, and by 
practiſing and ſupporting theſe things which are contrary 
to his word, do ſet themſelves and combine againſt the 
Lord and his anointed. All this will be found to be folly 
and preſumptuous madneſs; for he that ſitteth in the hea- 
vens will laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion; and 
the time ſhall come when he ſha]l ſpeak to them in his wrath, 
and ſhall vex them in his fore diſpleaſure. How neceſſary 
and ſuitable then, to all ranks of men, muſt theſe exhort- 
ations be, and how - worthy are they of their moſt hearty 
aeceptation l. Be wife 'now therefore, O ye kings; and be ge 
inftrutted, ye judges of the tarth. Serve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Kiſ# the Son, left he be angey, and 
ye periſh from the way, when his wrath 1s kindled but a little ; 
bleſſed ave all they that put their truſt in him, Pſal. ii 10, 11, 12. 

6. From this ſubject we may alſo ſee the ſafety of the 
people of God in a &:y of public calamity. When the fire 
of the altar is caſt into the earth, not even the ſmalleſt Tparks 
of it ſhall ever reach thoſe who have fled for refuge, and 
laid hold on Chriſt by faith, as the hape ſet before them in 


the goſpel. Their intereſt in Chriſt is the ground of their 


fafety. By beheving in him, they are for ever ſecured from 
the curſe of the law, and the wrath of God; for they are 
brought within the bond of the covenant of grace, are 
clothed with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are intereſted in 
the promiſes, and are entitled to the bleſſings which they 
contain. They are partakers of the infinite merit and ſa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt's obedience, ſufferings, and death, where- 
by they are delivered from the guilt of ſin, the condemning 


ſentence of the law, and the ſtroke of divine juſtice. "There 


is no fire at the altar for them; becauſe their Surety has 
endured it on their account, and has removed it from then: 
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entixely, and for ever. Chriſt will never caſt the fire of the 
lende the vindictive judgments of God, upon any for whoſe 
tranſgreſſions he was ſtricken. He will never caſt any part 
of the fire of the altar into the earth, which he himſelf has 
endured, when he bare his people's fins in his own body on 
the tree. They are in him as their hiding place from the 
ſtorm, and covert from. the tempeſt, through which the 
wrath of God can never penetrate ; they ſhall therefore en- 
joy perfect and eternal ſafety. An habitual improvement 
of Chriſt, by faith in his perſon, righteouſneſs and grace, is 
neceſſary both unto our glorifying him, and unto our enjoy- 
ing a comfortable ſenſe of our ſafety in him. Our failing in 
this moſt important exerciſe, as it is greatly to the Re- 
deemer's diſhonour, fo it will both deprive us of much ſp;- 
ritual comfort, and bring upon us days of darkneſs and ſor- 
row. Thoſe who live daily by faith on the Son of God, 
ſhall be enabled to ſing, with holy joy and triumph, God :5 
our refuge and ffrength, a very preſent help in trouble. There- 
fore æuill ue nat fear, though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea, though the <va- 
ters thereof. roar, and be troubled, though the mountains ſhake 
with the fevelling iheregf. They indeed may endure many 
trials, in a day when the Lord is ſhaking terribly the earth; 
but in theſe there is no part of the fire of the altar for them. 
The various tribulations which they may ſuffer ſhail, by the 
bleſſing of God, enlarge their ſpiritual exerciſe, promote 
their Happineſs and comfort, and prepare them for the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light. "The conſideration of the 
glonous perſon, to whom the execution of divine judgments 
is committed, and of their relation to him, may ailure be- 
levers of perfect ſafety from the wrath of God, in the midſt 
of public calamities. Theſe are in the hands of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is their Redeemer and Saviour, their 
Head and Huſband, their Shepherd and :Phyfician, their 
Brother and Friend. Can it ever be ſuppoſed that he will 
fuſfer the dearly beloved of his ſoul to fall under the wrath- 
ful judgments of God ? Shall ever any of thoſe who ſtand 
in ſuch bleſſed relations to him, fall under the effects of 
that wrath which he endured for their fake ? How is it poſ- 
Gble that the ſaints, whoſe prayers and other religious du- 
ties, are preſented to God with acceptance by his media- 
tory interceſſion, can ever be ſmitten with any of theſe 
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lagues which are prepared for his enemies, and of which 
be himſelf has the direction? When it ſhall hail, coming 
down on the foreſt, the city of the believing churett of 
Chriſt ſhall aſſured be low in a low place. | 3 
7. 'The great cauſes of faſting before God, in which 
we are this day profeſſedly engaged, may be learned from 
what has been ſaid. Although the copy of the cauſes of 
our faſt, which was read to you at the beginning of the 
public work of this day, and the obſervations which were 
made thereon, may be ſufficient, in ſome degree, for lay- 
ing theſe things before your view; yet it may be neceſ- 
ſary alſo in a few words to ſtate ſome of thoſe grounds. 
of humiliation, which are plainly ſuggeſted by the ſub- 
ject you have heard. When the fire of the altar is call 
into the earth, nations are guilty. This is mournfully the 
caſe in the times wherein we live. The nations of the 
earth, inſtead of ſerving and glorifying God in their nation- 
al capacity, are oppoſing and diſhonouring him. The na- 
tions ſeek not the happineſs of one another, which is their 
duty to do; but by their conduct towards each other, in 
commerce, treaties and war, they diſcover diſpoſitions e- 
_y malignant with thoſe of individuals in private life. 
or thoſe things it becomes us this day to be afflicted, to 
mourn and to weep. When the fire of the altar 1s flam- 
ing among men, churches are corrupt. Our times are 
remarkable for producing this ſore evil. Were we to con- 
ſider carefully the ſtate of the nations, in their religious 
capacities, we will find ſuperſtition, idolatry and blaſphe- 
my prevailing with many; ignorance, error, and infidelity 
raging in the earth; profanity, apoſtacy, and diviſion, in- 
creating among men; immorality and wickedneſs of every 
kind overſpreading the world ; and the inſtitutions of God 
neglected and deſpiſed, while the inventions and laws of 
men are regarded, in matters which concern his ſpiritual 
kingdom. For theſe things we ſhould weep, our eye ſhould 
run down with water; becauſe the children of Sion are 
deſolate, and the enemy is prevailing. When the fire of 
the altar-is poured on the earth, iniquity will be great] 
abounding among men. This is another awful character 
of our times. How dreadful is the growth of all kinds of 
immorality in this generation. Their moral ſtate is clear- 
ly deſcribed in theſe affæcting words of the Apoſtle ; : Th:: 
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now alſo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come; for 
men Hall be lovers of their ownſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural aſfection, trace breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, de- 
[piſers of thoſe that are goed, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers 
of pleaſures more than lovers of God, having a form of gedlineſc, 
but denying the praver thereof. On account of the prevalence 
of thoſe evils let us aMiEt our ſouls before Gad. When 
the fire of the altar is caſt into the carth, God is angry and 
diſpleaſed with the inhabitants thereof. Every divine judg- 
ment is an infallible ſign that Jehovah's anger is gone forth 
againſt men. In theſe days there are many frowns of the 
Lord's countenance, and wrathful diſpenſations of his hand, 
ſo that he may run who reads his diſpleaſure againſt the na- 
tions. I he ſeven golden vials full of the wrath of God who 
liveth for ever and ever, are in theſe days pouring out on 
the nations, by which we may fee his anger at the inhabi- 
tants of the world. On this account we ſhould be reli - 
giouſly aſfected, and cordially occupied in faſting and prayer; 
ſaying, Thou haſt been diſpleaſed, O turn thyſelf to us again. 
When the fire of the altar is falling on the earth, the Lord 
Chriſt is carrying on his wrathful mediatory adminiſtrations 
towards the nations. It is a clear evidence that Chriſt has 
 raken the cenſer, has filled it with fire of the altar, and 
caſt it into the earth, when the judgments of God are falling 
on men; for the one cannot be without the other. He 
whom the goſpel reveals as the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the ſin of the world, is now manifeſted in his awful 
providences as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who is march- 
ing through the world in indignation, and threſhing his 
enemies in anger. As that ſeaſon when Chriſt is executing 
his mediatory office, in the remarkable communications of 
111s Spirit, grace, and falvation, to the ſouls of multitudes, . 
is a time of much enlarged ſpiritual joy to the church; fo 
the period of his executing that office, by taking vengeance 
on the nations for their iniquity, ſhould be a time of much 
mourning and heavineſs to the children of God. When 
the fire of the altar is burning in the earth, the nations are 
ſuffering by divine judgments, O how alarming are the 
judgments of God in our time, and how great are the ſuffer- 
ings of nations under the heavy- ſtroke. Some have been 
ſuffering by the terrible peſtilence, and their population has 
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been diminiſhed greatly by untimely and ſudden death; 
Others are ſuffering by cruel war, either as being the place 
of its devaſtation and carnage, or as feeling the diftreſſin; 
effects thereof in many other reſpects. Some are ſufferi 
by the ſcarcity and dearth of the neceſſaries of life, which 
have brought upon multitudes the greateſt dillreſs. And 
others are ſuffering by the ſtagnation of trade, whereby this 
ſea, or ſource of wealth and ſupport to many, is become like. 
the blood of a dead man. In a word, all the judgments of 
God formerly mentioned, are in the earth, and ſhall we 
not afflict our ſouls for theſe calamities of men. When 
the fire of the altar is ſcorching the earth, the church is in 
a low condition, and the intereſts of religion are in a de- 
caying ſtate. Were it otherwiſe, the Lord, by turning 
away his anger from us, would ſoon make the fire of the 
altar ceaſe to burn. Though the church is ſafe in a time 
of calamity, becauſe the Lord hath founded Sion, and on 
account of the preſence of her King in het; yet, in ſuck 
a time as this, the is like a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge 
in a garden of cucumbers, and as a beſieged city. Shall 
not this affect our hearts with godly ſorrow, and make us 
ſay, If I forget thee, O Feruſalem, let my right hand for- 
get her cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jeruſalem above 
my chief joy. For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I 
hurt ; I am black ; aftoniſhment hath taker hold on me: When 
the fire of the altar is ſcattered among men, their ſouls are 
under the influence of many ſpiritual plagues. When the 
great majority of every claſs of men are under infatuation 
of judgment, blindneſs of mind, hardneſs of heart, vile af- 
lections, ſearedneſs of conſcience, carnality and ſenſuality 
of defire, treacherouſneſs of memory, a reprobate ſenſe and 
the like, their ſpiritual condition 1s moſt forlorn and alarm- 


ing. As thoſe ſpiritual judgments are very prevalent among 


men; ſo they operate both as provoking cauſes of the Lord's 
diſpleaſure, and as mighty hinderances to our improving re- 
ligiouſly the tokens of his wrath. Since nations are guilty, 
churches are corrupt, and individuals are impure ; ſince 
God is angry, and Chriſt is carrying on his awful admini- 
ſtrations among men; ſince the nations are ſuffering by di- 
vine judgments, the church is in a low eſtate, and the ſouls 
of multitudes are infected with. ſpiritual plagues, we cer - 
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tainly have the greateſt reaſon to be in bitterneſs of ſpirit 
before the Lord. | : 

8. It is of importance for us to conſider from this ſub- 
ject, what ſhould be our employment in a day of ſolemn 
faſting, when times are evil and perilous, both by ſin and 
judgments. To lay this before your view, you may be re- 
ferred to the accounts given of the exerciſes of the godly in 
the viſion of Ezekiel, which was formerly mentioned. In 
Ezek. ix. 4. we are told that thoſe who were marked for 
preſervation, as the Lord's peculiar treaſure, fighed and 
cried for all the abominations that were done in the midſt 
of Jeruſalem. Three parts of their exerciſe are here repre- 
ſented for our inſtruction. They were acquainted with 
theſe abominations, and they knew them in their contra- 


riety to the nature and law of God. They were not inat- 


tentive to the abounding evils by which God's law was 
broken, and his diſpleaſure incurred ; but: they ſaw and 
conſidered them with holy grief and indignation. 'They 
ſighed for theſe abominations. They were troubled in ſpi- 
rit, they mourned and wept before the Lord, their ſouls 
were afflicted, their bowels were moved, and they were 
ained at their heart for the ſins which prevailed in the 
— They cried alſo on account of theſe. They cried 
before God by 8 and confeſſion, and they cried be- 
fore men by an 
theſe abominations. In the eighth verſe of the ſame chap- 
ter, the prophet deſcribes his own exerciſe on this awful 
occahon, when the coals of fire were ſcattered over the 
city; 1 fell upon my face, and cried, and ſaid, Ab, Lord 
God, wilt thou deflroy all the refidue of Iſrael, in the pouring 
out of thy fury upon Feruſalem. For our imitation, the fol- 
lowing exerciſes are contained in theſe words. Deep hu- 
mility and great earneſtneſs in his application to God; he 
fell on his face, and cried:—Earneſt ſupplication to God 
for mercy to the church; and an holy expoſtulation and 
talking with God in prayer concerning his judgments. Let 
us ſtudy this day, in a dependence on the grace of Chriſt, 
to exerciſe ourſelves in theſe particulars, that we may be 
found going forth by the footſteps of the flock. _ | 
I we conſider the viſion to which the text belongs, we 
will alſo find ſome peculiar parts of the exerciſe of the 
ſaints in an evil time, by which our duty is clearly exhi- 


* life and a pubſic teſtimony againſt 


5 


1 


„ 


| 51 


bited. In Rev. vii. 3. the parties who are ſealed are called 
the ſervants of-our God. We ſhould confider it as our high- 
eſt honour and principal concern to be the ſervants of God. 
By believing in Chriſt for ſalvation, enliſting. ourſelves un- 


der his banner, devoting ourſelves to his ſervice, and walk- 
ing in his ways, we ſhould ſay, O5, Lord, truly ve are thy 
ſervants, we are thy ſervants, thou haſt logſed our bonds. In 


verſe gth, it is ſaid they were clothed with white robes, 
and had palms in their hands. Having renounced the fil- 
thy rags of their own righteouſneſs, they have ſubmitted 
unto, and put on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; they have a 
pure heart by regenerating grace, the clean hands of a pure 


converſation, and are arrayed with an holy profeſſion of the 


goſpel and law of their Redeemer. In conneQtion with 
theſe robes, they have palms, the ſigns of victory, in their 
hands. As verfine who have obtained many victories over 
their enemies, and who have victory ſecured to them in 
the promiſe of God, they bear in their hands the palm of 
Joy and conqueſt, even before their triumph is complete. 
In the oth verſe, they are employed in the duty of praiſe. 
They cried with a load voice, ſaying, Salvation unto our God, 
avho fitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. Though they 


have great reaſon to mourn on account of fin, yet they are 


not left without a ſong in the midſt of their ſorrow. A 
view of the righteouſneſs of divine judgments of their end, 
which is to promote the divine glory, and of their tendency 
to overthrow the enemies of ' Chriſt, and to eſtabliſh his 
kingdom in the world, cauſes them to ſing, like the church 
of old, Sion heard and was glad,” and the daughters of Fudah 
rejoiced becauſe of thy judgments, O Lord, Pſalm xciv. 8. In 
the 14th verſe, it is ſaid, they have waſhed their robes, and 
made them white, in the blood of the Lamb. Convinced of 
their guilt and impurity, and enlightened in the knowledge 


of Chriſt as their only Saviour, they, in the exerciſe of 


faith, receive from him the atonement, embrace him as the 
propitiation. for their ſins, and come to the blood of ſprink- 


ling, With theſe ſpiritual exerciſes the hearts of believers 


are familiariſed, and in them they have great delight. In 
the. two verſes before the text, they are repreſented as a 


praying people. The Mediator could have no prayers of 


ſaints to preſent on the golden altar before the throne, if his 


people did not give themſelves to this important duty, It 


G 2 


52 


is therefore a very prominent part of their character, with 
an eye to the merit and interceſſion of Jeſus, to make men- 
tion of the Lord, not to keep ſilence, and to give him no 
reſt till he eſtabliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in 
midſt of the earth. Theſe are ſome of the duties in which 
we ſhould be employed on a day of public faſting, and at 
ſuch a time as this. If we, by the grace and Spirit of Chriſt, 
attain unto them in any ſuitable degree, we will haye kept 
ſuch a faſt as the Lord hath choſen; but if our ſouls are 
ſtrangers to theſe exerciſes, we will have faſted unto aur: 
ſelves, and not unto him. 

We ſhall now conclude with a few advices deduced from 
the ſubject, and anſwerable to the work of the day. Let it * 
be your concern, O Chriſtians, to ſpend the whole of the 

day i in the exerciſe of faſſ ing before the Lord. The work 
of a day of humiliation muſt not be confined to the public 
ordinances, but muſt be carried on in the private and ſecret 

duties of your families and cloſets. Every exerciſe of public 
humiliation comprehends a family and perſonal faſt. It is ily 
impoſſible to be religiouſly exerciſed in public faſting, if we 

do not ſtudy humiliation before God, in our family and per- 

ſonal capacities. One great end of public ordinances this 

day, is to adminiſter direction and help to you in your pri- 

vate and ſecret duties. Pour ye out vour hearts before 

God by prayer and confeſhon, accompanied with repentance 

toward God, and faith toward the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the 

duties of your family. Retire by yourſelves, and in the N 
exerciſes of ſerious meditation, reading of the word, earneſt 
prayer, ſelf-examination, humble confeſſion, and dedica- 
tion of yourſelves to God in Chriſt, faſt perſonally, main- 
tain intercourſe with God, and pour ye out your hearts be- 
fore him. Take a broad view of your ſins in their heinous- 
nature, various kinds, and manifold aggravations. Study 
to affect your heart with real grief and forrow for your fins, 
and be in bitterneſs for them, as one is for an only fon and 
a firſt-born. Conſider how your fins diſhonour God, pierce 
Chriſt, grieve the Spirit, and wound your immortal ſouls, 
and be Elled with godly ſorrow, earneſt caretulneſs and ve- 
hement defire to avoid all fin, and holy indignation, zeal and 
revenge againſt it. Turn the eye of your faith to the mercy 
of God, and to the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, which ( 
cleanſeth you from all fin, chat! you may hear him ſaying to 
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you, I have cauſed thine iniquity to paſs from thee, and] 
will clothe thee with change of raiment. Pray for the Spirit 
of God, that under his influence you may have comfortable 
views of pardoning mercy, may attain to the renewed actings 


of faith on the death of Chriſt, may have ſin ſubdued in you, 


and may be enabled in time coming to keep yourſelves 
from all iniquity. 

Be deeply affected with the fins of others, whereby God 
is ſo remarkably diſhonoured, in the times in which you live. 
If you are properly afflicted for your own fins, you will alſo 
be concerned for the ſins of others. Rivers of waters ſhould 
run down your eyes, becauſe they keep not God's law. 
If you expect to ſhare of the privileges of the ſaints in a 
time of judgments, you muſt imitate them in their ſpiritual 
exerciſes. Both theſe are ſet before us in the words of 
Peter concerning Lot; And delivered juſt Lot, vexed with the 
filthy converſation of the wicked; For this righteaus man dwelt 
ing among them, in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous foul 
from day to day, with their unlawful deeds. His ſorrow was 
great, for his ſpirit was vexed. He was active in promot- 


ing this frame of mind, for he vexed his own foul. It was 


His habitual exerciſe, for it was from day to day. The 
cauſes of his grief were the fins of others, the filthy con- 
verſation of the wicked, and their unlawful deeds. And 
the privilege of Lot is alſo mentioned, for the Lord deliver- 
ed him from the deſtruction of the wicked. For the Lord 


| knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, to cauſe 


them eſcape wrathful calamities, and to reſerve the unjuſt 
unto the day of judgment, the ſeaſons of his wrath, to be 
tek; ht 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8, 9. Take a view of the ſins of the 
lands of your nativity, and confeſs and mourn over them 
before the Lord. Direct your attention to the ſins of the 
nations of the world, and lament that the King of nations 
is ſo much diſhonoured among men; that you may be able 
to ſay with truth, I beheld the tranſgrefſors, and was grieved ; 
becauſe they kept not thy word, Pſa. cxix. 158. 

Let your hearts be alſo affected with the judgments of 
God which are in the earth. It is your indiſpenſible duty 
to conſider them moſt ſeriouſly, in their awful nature, in 
their preſent effects, and in their ultimate deſign. When 
the four firſt ſeals were opened by the Lord Chriſt, Rev. 


vi. 1, 3, 5, 7. the four living creatures, one after another, 
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ſaid, Come and ſee. This repreſents the great duty of the 
miniſters of the goſpel, to invite the Chriſtian people to a 


folemn and ſerious conſideration of the judgments of God, 


both as they are revealed in the prophecy and threatning, 
and as they are fulhlled in the providence of God. In- 
attention to the judgments of God which are in the earth 
characteriſes thoſe, who are the guilty objects of theſe 
wrathful ſtrokes. Lord, when thy hand is lifited up they will 
not ſee; but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for their envy at the 
people, yea, the fire of thine enemies ſhall devour them, Iſa. xxvi. 


11. Perſons are further expoſed to the diſpleaſure of God 
by this ſinful neglect. Becauſe they regard not the works of 


the Lord, nor the operations of his hand, he fhall-deſtroy them, 


end not build them up, Pal. xxviii. 5. By a careful perfor- 


mance of this neceſſary duty, the ſouls of Chriſtians ob- 
tain much ſpiritual good; M haſo is wiſe, and will obſerve 


theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, Pal. cvii. 43. Let it be your earneſt concern, 
therefore, O Chriſtians, rightly to improve the judgments, . -: 
of God, by conſidering them as holy operations of a God. 

of wiſdom, mercy and power, who will direct them in- 


fallibly to their proper ends; for though the rings of the 
wheels of providence are high and dreadful, yet they are 
full of eyes round about them all. | 

Pray much for the Spirit of God to apply the goſpel 


to the ſouls of men, that individuals and nations may profit 


ſavingly by divine judgments: It is not by theſe fearful 
works, that the Lord accompliſhes any gracious deliver- 
ance for the children of men. If the judgments of God 
are not accompanied with the application of the goſpel, 
by the power of the divine Spirit, to the ſouls of men, 
theſe operations of Jehovah will do them no good. When 
Elijah heard a great and ſtrong wind, which rent the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks, it is ſaid the 
Lord was not in the wind. When he felt a terrible earth- 
quake, the Lord was not in the earthquake. And when 
le ſaw a devouring fire, the Lord was not in the fire. 
But when he heard a {till ſmall voice, the Lord was in it; 
for whenever he heard it, he <vrapped hit face in his mantle, 
and flood in the entering in of the cave, 1 Kings xix. 13. In 
like manner, when the voices, thunderings, lightnings and 
the earthquake of divine judgments prevail in the world, 
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God, in the gracious manifeſtation of himſelf to ſinners, is 
not in them. It is only by the ſtill ſmall voice of the ever- 
laſting goſpel, accompanied with the power of the Spirit, 
that any gracious and ſaving bleſſings can be communicated, 
either to the ſouls of men, or to the nations of the world. 
Judgments may be the mean of humbling the pride of men, 
and of diſpoſing their hearts to give attention to the goſpel 
of divine grace; but further they cannot go. The other 
parts of the work the Lord performs by a very different 
inſtrument, even the goſpel of our ſalvation. Let us there- 
fore cry unto himy that he may ſend the goſpel with divine 
power after his judgments, and may cauſe the chariot of 
white horſes to go forth after the chariot of black horſes, 
for the converſion and ſalvation of the nations. 


Seek preparation for theſe trials, to which you may yet 


1 2 be expoſed, by the execution of divine judgments. Thoſe 
which we have already ſeen, and thoſe of which we have 


heard, may be only the beginning of ſorrows. We may 
be aſſured, that the pouring out of the ſeven vials of the 


*_ . _ wrath of God upon the earth, which is deſcribed in the xvi. 
chapter of this book, is begun, is going on at this time, and 
is not finiſhed. The evils which the nations are ſuffering, 
may be conſidered as a part of the accompliſhment of this 
viſion. As the work of judgment is not yet fulfilled, we 
may expect the calamities of men to become {till more ex- 


tenfive and diſtreſſing. Whether the Lord will, without 
intermiſſion, carry on his ſtrange act, finiſh his work, and 
cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs, or give intervals of quietneſs 


to the nations betwixt the ſtorms of his anger, we cannot 


ſay; but certainly the word and providence of God concur 
in calling us to prepare to meet our God, as he is coming 
forth to execute judgments in the earth. By ſeeking an 


Intereſt in the Lord as our God, and in Chriſt as our Savi- 


our; by avoiding all diſcontentment with the holy provi- 
dence of God; by being willing to ſuffer whatever he may 
bring upon us in the way of his judgments; by keeping the 
great and aſſured deſigns of God's judgments in view, which 
are his own glory, the honour of Chriſt, the overthrow of 
his enemies, and the ſalvation of his church; and by look- 
ing carefully into the word and providence of the Lord, let 
us endeavour to prepare to meet with our God, in whatever 
way he may come to us. O ye fearers of the Lord and ys 
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lovers of Chriſt, come, then, enter into your chambers, ſhut 
your doors about you, and hide yourſelves for a ſmall mo- 


ment till the indignation be overpaſt; for behold the Lord 


cometh out of his place to puniſh the inhabitants of the 


earth, for their iniquity, and the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her 


blood, and ſhall no more cover her ſlain. 


Study, O Chriſtians, to grow in grace. Be diligent in 
our attendance on the ordinances of God. Forſake nor 
the aſſembling of yourſelves together, in any religious duty, 
but exhort one another, and ſo much the more, as you ſee 
days of fearful calamity approaching. Give yourſelves unto 
prayer. Be concerned in this duty for the glory of God, 


for your own ſouls, for the miniſters of the goſpel, for the 


riſing generation, for your Chriſtian brethren, for your fel- 
low-creatures, and for the intereſt of religion in the world. 
Keep yourſelves from the evils that are abounding among 
men, and have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs, but rather reprove them. Let the life which you 
live in the fleſh, be by the faith of the Son of God, in a 
daily improvement of his perſon, offices, righteouſneſs, ful- 
neſs, covenant and promiſe; ſo ſhall you be enabled to ſee 
without diſmay, the great Mediatorial Angel take the cenſer, 
fill it with fire of the altar, and calt it into the earth, though 
it ſhould produce among men voices, thunderings, light- 
nings and an earthquake. 
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